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Norton in Hales Wins Gold And Environmental Award At Britain in Bloom Awards
Norton in Hales will be presented with a Gold Achievement Award and will be named Village Category Winner in the 2006 Britain in Bloom UK Finals.

The Awards will be presented at a prestigious Ceremony on the 21st September in Perth, Scotland, hosted by Perth and Kinross Council and Perth in Bloom.  

Norton in Hales will also take home the coveted Environmental Quality Award on the night for demonstrating the highest levels of environmental quality.
Gold Awards are the highest accolades within the campaign, which is organised by the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS).  The Awards recognise the efforts made by Norton in Hales council, local businesses, community groups, children and volunteers in helping to create lasting improvements to the local environment.  

Norton in Hales triumphed over Scarva, Coniston and East Budleigh, who were the other entries in the Village Category.  

RHS Britain in Bloom judge Clive Addison said, “So many wonderful things are taking place in this North Shropshire village to improve the environment both in terms of floral enhancement and biodiversity.

“The legacy of open space and mature trees is excellent, but there is no complacency about the village and new and appropriate planting is taking place in many areas. The complete commitment of all residents to Britain in Bloom and the levels of environmental quality were outstanding.”
Fifteen finalists will receive gold achievement awards this year, over double the amount awarded in previous years. As well as the Gold Awards there will be 24 Silver Gilt, 21 Silver and five Bronze awarded.

RHS Director-General Andrew Colquhoun added, “We are delighted to see the wonderful results this year.  It really goes to show the great transformations that can be made when individuals, community groups and local authorities work together to improve their local environment.”

The 65 finalists were judged throughout the summer by touring RHS Judges who travelled the length and breadth of the UK looking for the quality of their floral displays, permanent landscaping, sustainable development, local environmental quality and public awareness.

The Britain in Bloom campaign will be the feature of a Community Channel documentary on the 29th September at 8am and 8pm, following Alness in Scotland, Seedley and Langworthy in Salford and Shenstone Road in Birmingham (Neighbourhood Awards category) as they prepare for the campaign. The Community Channel is available 24 hours a day on Sky 539, Telewest 233 and NTL 14 & 511, and from 6am-9am on Freeview 87.  

Ends

2006 Awards

	Champion of Champions
	Achievement
	Discretionary Award

	Alness*
	Gold
	

	Garstang
	Gold
	

	Harrogate
	Silver Gilt
	


*Denotes Category Winner

	Large City (No Category Winner)
	Achievement
	Discretionary Award

	London Borough of Bromley
	Silver Gilt
	RHS Biodiversity Award


	City
	Achievement
	Discretionary Award

	Aberdeen*
	Gold
	

	Tameside
	Silver Gilt
	

	Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea
	Silver Gilt
	

	Stockton-on-Tees
	Silver
	

	Oxford
	Silver
	


*Denotes Category Winner
	Small City/Large Town (35-100K)
	Achievement
	Discretionary Award

	Shrewsbury*
	Gold
	Floral Award 

Commendation Award (Tony Bywater MBE)

	Bath
	Silver Gilt
	

	Halifax
	Silver
	

	Stevenage
	Silver
	

	Oadby and Wigston
	Silver
	

	Bangor
	Bronze
	


*Denotes Category Winner

	Large Town/Small City (12-35K)
	Achievement 
	Discretionary Award

	Perth*
	Silver Gilt
	

	St Helier
	Silver Gilt
	Permanent Landscaping Award (The Waterfront)

	Market Harborough
	Silver Gilt
	

	Haywards Heath
	Silver
	

	Whickham
	Silver
	

	Douglas
	Silver
	

	Whitehaven
	Silver
	


*Denotes Category Winner

	Town
	Achievement
	Discretionary Award

	Brightlingsea*
	Gold
	Commendation Award (Val Gilders)

	St Ives & Carbis Bay
	Gold
	

	Newport, Shropshire
	Silver Gilt
	

	Forres
	Silver Gilt
	

	Nantwich
	Silver Gilt
	Commendation Award (Doug Butterill)

	Dungannon
	Silver Gilt
	

	Chepstow
	Bronze
	


*Denotes Category Winner

	Small Town
	Achievement
	Discretionary Award

	St Martin's Parish*
	Gold
	

	Dunnington
	Silver Gilt
	


*Denotes Category Winner

	Large Village
	Achievement
	Discretionary Award

	Broughshane*
	Gold
	

	Falkland
	Gold
	Community Award

Commendation Award (Keith Jackson)

	Tatsfield
	Silver Gilt
	

	Market Bosworth
	Silver Gilt
	

	Woolton
	Silver Gilt
	

	Cayton
	Silver Gilt
	Commendation Award (Les Hutchinson)

	Orsett
	Silver
	

	Warkworth
	Silver
	

	Lampeter
	Bronze
	

	Brading
	Bronze
	


*Denotes Category Winner

	Village
	Achievement
	Discretionary Award

	Norton in Hales*
	Gold
	Environmental Quality Award

	Scarva
	Gold
	

	Coniston
	Silver Gilt
	

	East Budleigh
	Silver Gilt
	


*Denotes Category Winner

	Small Village (No Category Winner)
	Achievement
	Discretionary Award

	Ravenfield
	Gold
	


	Urban Community
	Achievement
	Discretionary Award

	Starbeck*
	Silver Gilt
	Commercial Award (Taylors of Harrogate)

Commendation Award (Christine Stewart)

	Old Colwyn
	Silver
	Outstanding Contribution Award (Clifford Prout)

	Rowlands Gill
	Silver
	Commendation Award (Ray Beckwith)

	Dyce
	Silver
	

	Aldwick
	Bronze
	


*Denotes Category Winner

	Urban Regeneration
	Achievement
	Discretionary Award 

	Seedley &  Langworthy*
	Gold
	

	Coventry City Centre
	Silver Gilt
	Public Park Award (Greyfriars Green)

	Leicester
	Silver
	


*Denotes Category Winner

	Coastal
	Achievement
	Discretionary Award

	Scarborough*
	Gold
	Tourism Award

	Lynton & Lynmouth
	Gold
	Commendation Award (Suzette Hibbert)

	St Brelade
	Silver Gilt
	

	Sheringham
	Silver Gilt
	

	Southport
	Silver Gilt
	

	North Berwick
	Silver
	

	Criccieth
	Silver
	

	Saltburn by the Sea
	Silver
	

	Swanage
	Silver
	Conservation and Environment Award (Durlston Country Park)

	Bognor Regis
	Silver
	

	Whitehead
	Silver
	


*Denotes Category Winner

Notes to the Editor:
· Britain in Bloom is the largest horticultural campaign in Europe.  It encourages people to create long-lasting improvements to their local environments through high levels of cleanliness and the imaginative planting of trees, shrubs and flowers.  
· All entries, judges and representatives from the RHS are available for interview from the 22nd September. For further information about Britain in Bloom, including details of past results or to arrange interviews please contact Renee Dodds in the RHS Press Office on T. 020 7821 3657 M. 07970 138 322 or email: reneedodds@rhs.org.uk 

· Images can be downloaded free of charge from www.papicselect.com Register online free of charge or call T. 020 7821 3006.  Images from the Awards Ceremony will be posted from midnight 21st September.
About the RHS

The RHS is the UK’s leading gardening charity dedicated to advancing horticulture and promoting good gardening. Its charitable work includes undertaking scientific research into issues affecting gardeners, holding plant trials and educational events and activities.

RHS membership is for anyone with an interest in gardening. Support the RHS and secure a healthy future for gardening. For more information call: 0845 130 4646, or visit www.rhs.org.uk
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