Norton in Bloom

Minutes of Meeting held on 2nd February 2012

Present 

Jean Dunk, Sally Guest, Ann Holland, Roy and Rosemary Illingworth, Gwen Lovatt, Ron Lucas, Ann and Malcolm McDonald, Barbara Rigby.

Apologies

Received from Maryann Denfhy, Sandra Kiessling, Sarah Hollinshead Bland

Elections Barbara Rigby was elected Chairman and Roy Illingworth Vice Chairman

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed.

Joe Hawkins Talk.

This would take place on Thursday 15th March at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall. The Hall was booked from 7.0pm; Gwen has a key. Numbers would be limited due to Fire Regs. A draft flyer had been produced based on details provided by Joe. This needed clarifying and editing – Malcolm and Barbara to undertake. People attending would need to register their name beforehand; Jean offered her name and telephone number for that purpose. The event would be free and a raffle and collection would be held. Ron, who would be away on that date, offered a raffle prize. Refreshments of tea/coffee/cakes would be available. Ann would organise the raffle and refreshments.

Publicity would be a combination of Messenger, web and leaflet drop both inside and outside the village, which Malcolm would arrange.

Spring planting

Plants were available from Bloomsbury at 50p each. It was agreed to purchase 150 with the balance of Council grant and 100 out of funds. These would be planted in the centre of the village and Griffin close. Illingworths, Mcdonalds and Barbara would collect them. Malcolm would organise collection at the end of the month and planting of Griffin with Caterpillars. 

Show organisation.

Sally and Jean had got together already. Ideas were floated over cash prizes for overall junior winners (agreed) and classes. Sally would forward the draft schedule to members via Malcolm before the next meeting for final agreement and distribution with the Messenger at the end of March.

Area behind Old PO.

Ann Holland had suggested that a good variety of small leaved lime tree, which had been agreed much earlier, was Henryana. All agreed this. It was hoped that once the tree was planted, the Council would ensure that the whole area was tidied up. 

Identification of core activities and village areas.

Resources were limited and there would need to be a restriction on activities. 

Fundraising would not be a major issue in the current year. Barbara had drawn up a schedule showing all the areas traditionally maintained in the village by In Bloom and this would be circulated with the minutes, ready for the next meeting, for completion and decisions on what would be continued or changed in the current year.

Barbara and Malcolm would talk to the school about the maintenance and planting of the school beds.

Malcolm had already contacted Debbie regarding the Napely Drive bank, but no one seemed to have a solution, other building a wall. Ann H and other members would give it more thought before the next meeting.

Social Events/calendar

Philip Smith had contacted Malcolm about the Jubilee celebration on June 4th. He asked that In Bloom took part and some discussion took place on what could be done e.g. plant sale, garden in a wheelbarrow competition, skittles. A meeting was to be held on 13th February to which representatives were invited. The general consensus was that it should be a celebration, rather than fund-raising day. Malcolm was not sure if he would be available; Sally said she would attend.

Other events itemised separately above.

Finances

Ann M reported that the balance stood at £1138

Ron said that the Council had allocated a budget of £500 again this year for plants.

AOB

Ron had a leaflet on sustainability, which he gave to Sally Guest for the school.

Next Meeting

March 1st

