Organisers Diary 

What do you do when the devastating news that the horse trials that you have been involved with for over 10 years is about to be lost to the Horse Trials calendar for ever.    This was the dilemma that came about when the Sansaw Estate had a change of farming policy, the dressage field that Janet Plant and her team had lovingly mown and cared for suddenly was under threat of invasion by organic pigs.  
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For weeks before the event in June 2007 Janet worked away trying to overturn the decision only to be told that the pig arks were booked and the pigs would be in by the end of June.  As the horse trials team loaded the final portables and machinery onto the lorry the pigs arrived.  The pigs were very happy as this picture shows the scenen at the dressage field after just 2 days.   Janet commented we can not stand in front of progress we have had some wonderful times at Sansaw, Robin Thompson and the Estate have been very supportive to work with but a new era has arrived and the Horse Trials must look for a new site. 

This was to be a painful experience numerous trips to look at land and talk to perspective land owners resulted in many sites failing at the last hurdle.  One afternoon Julie Leppington who some of you will know through her Guild Rosette business telephone Janet to suggest that she contacted Lizzie Taylor at Brand Hall who had shown some interest.   Never one to miss an opportunity Janet telephoned to make an appointment,  10th February 2008 started the long road of meetings negotiations and approval from both land owners and British Eventing.   Brand Hall were very lucky that Janet’s cross country design experience had secured the Sponsorship for the 2009 National Pony Championships and that her full Weston Park team were happy to back the new venue. 
Brand Hall is a Georgian house set in Shropshire with some 200 acres of rolling parkland interspersed with small wooded areas.  Michael and Lizzie Taylor have owned the property for about 12 years in that time they have embarked on a programme to reinstate the parkland. Many new Oak trees have been planted into the two magnificent Oak avenues across the park.  High mixed hedging now surrounds the estate which although close to the village gives you a feeling of seclusion.   The North Staffordshire Hounds meet during the season at the house this is the heart of their best hunting county and many hunt fences can be seen on the estate. Janet knows the land well she had lived close by at Woore for some 10 years during the 80’s producing young horses many of which had crossed the estate learning the skills required to make Advanced Event horses.  
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Local interest in the Horse Trial is evident with many offers of help already coming in.  Situated just on the out skirts of the village an evening is planned at the Village Hall to help spread a better understanding of Eventing and what the village can expect.  It is hoped that the village will run an old fashioned village fete alongside the event, which will appeal to the whole family. 
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The new cross country course is planned and the major ground works are already under way giving the site time to establish,  eventually it has the scope for three water complexes.  For 2009 work has started on a sunken road area crossing the disused railway line behind the house and the smaller of the water complexes the dew pond is nearly complete, the final earthworks for 2009 will be the ditch for the trakehner.  To start off with most of the course will be portables but the undulating park land gives many design opportunities which I am sure Janet will in her normal bold fashion take advantage of.  Brand Hall benefits from the organisation owning much of the equipment needed so the cross country course cost will be the only large outlay for 2009 with a three year agreement already signed this could be a real future star in British Eventings new venue diary. 

Brand Hall 5th – 7th June 2009 Intro, Novice and National Pony Championships.

