MINUTES OF NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
 10th JANUARY 2012 IN THE JUBILEE HALL AT 7.30PM

PUBLIC FORUM  Winston Brown is no longer working for the Market Drayton Advertiser, Clerk to send a thank you and best wishes letter to him.  David Rigby on behalf of the P3 had requested funding for the footpath group, it was unanimously agreed to grant the £50.  Stephen Bailey asked if there was any information regarding the Community Council Fuel Buying Scheme and whether it is already in place, this was not known as the representative Elizabeth Thain was due to discuss the topic but was ill, Clerk to invite her to speak at the next Parish Council meeting and try to obtain some information in the meantime and put on the Norton in Hales website.  Alison Brock from Shropshire Council  contacted the Parish Council with the information that extensive mapping of broadband speeds has been completed so that the extent of the issue is known, £2 million has been included in the capital programme to improve broadband in Shropshire, in August BDUK confirmed that Shropshire (including Telford and Wrekin) will be awarded £8.2 million to address rural broadband.  This funding allocation means that progress can now be made on the project, the final outcomes of this project when completed in 2015 provide a tremendous opportunity.  Peter Eardley suggests that as it had gone quiet until now the Parish Council need to push it forward to ensure our community is at the top and not the bottom of the list, Cllr Lucas will write to A Brock as requested. (Full Broadband update from A Brock is on the website).  Peter Eardley requested the Highways be contacted regarding flooding/water on the Adderley Road, A R Richards had kindly pumped this off the road recently.  Peter Eardley asked what was happening regarding the SAM Dev as he thought the PPAG would have issued questionnaires by now.   Cllr Powell’s report stated that the PPAG had held a meeting shortly after the last PC meeting to discuss the formulation of a questionnaire to distribute to households regarding the SAMDev Plan, it was decided to await the revised SAMDev Plan which Shropshire Council advised would be put out to consultation in January 2012, the PPAG would then discuss the revised document and report back, if necessary, with a draft questionnaire, however, the revised SAMDev document will now be published in mid-February. It was explained that in May 2011 Shropshire Council had requested a decision to be made in 2011, however, Shropshire Council have since advised that this is now no longer the case, although we would not be part of the consultation we can opt in at a later date if necessary.  Whatever decision is made i.e. whether to be a ‘hub’ or ‘countryside’, until the new plan is finalised/adopted nationally (expected to be 18 months away as at November 2011) the Council is under Shropshire Local Plan.  Parishioner Margaret Edwards advised bollards on grids on the road to Market Drayton are because the grids have been stolen.
POLICE REPORT.  Not present. 
PRESENT  Cllrs. RWG Lucas (Chairman), MJ Ankers, IG Nixon, S Kiessling, 
PA Tresadern, A Holland, Shropshire Cllr B Gillow, and seven members of the public
APOLOGIES were received from Cllr GD Powell, N Groom (working), Elizabeth Thain 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   Cllr Holland declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest against point 7 –  mowing quotes.  Cllr Tresadern declared a Personal interest in 17 – Proposed footway outside Arway and Yew Tree House.  Cllr Kiessling declared a Personal interest in Point 14, request for allotment.    
TO CONFIRM AND SIGN MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 1st NOVEMBER 2011.
These were confirmed and signed.

PROGRESS REPORTS:
CONDITION OF LAND OFF FORGE LANE.  Planning at Shropshire Council have been approached and have advised they do not consider the land to be untidy for the purpose of the town and country planning act being overgrown agricultural land, and as with the Environmental response previously given they can only act in an advisory capacity.  No further action agreed.
COMMUNITY COUNCIL FUEL BUYING SCHEME.  Shropshire Council had cancelled speaking tonight, it was agreed to invite Shropshire council to report on this scheme at the March 2012 Parish Council Meeting.
REPORTS  

PARISH PLAN ACTION GROUP. Cllr Powell’s PPAG report is already covered above.  Cllr Powell wished to ask the P3 Footpath group/PPAG if they had taken up the ‘Diamond Wood Trust’ which offers community groups the ability to obtain free Jubilee packs of trees, David Rigby was not aware and suggests GP emails Tom Campbell.
AREA COMMITTEE.  Cllr Lucas reported the previous Clerk Margaret Edwards had been presented at the SALC AGM with a Plaque and Gift.  Ron Lucas invites parishioners to attend the next Local Joint Committee meeting on Wednesday 8th February 2012. 

PLAYING FIELDS. Cllr Tresadern is now on the mailing list for the Playing Fields Committee.
VILLAGE HALL.  Cllr Ankers wishes to know if he can burn the hedge cuttings in a drum,  Cllr Lucas requested he telephone Jeff Harrall with the request.
ACCOUNTS (Paid)

Already Paid:

(43) Eon Street Lamp Repairs – Corner of Griffin Close & Bellaport Rd £121.10

(44) N Power Public Lighting £158.35

(45) Mrs AM Holland  7th instalment 1/7th of quote for grass mowing £610

(46) Miss D Shearsmith Clerks Expenses £152.85(August & September broadband £32, vouchers for best front garden presentation at the celebration evening £60, Inks & USB £49.97, post stationery £10.88 )

(47) Miss D Shearsmith Clerks salary 01.10.11 to 31.10.11 £160.33

(48) Mrs J Eardley bus shelter cleaning £250

(49) Jubilee Hall £265.75 (PC for 4.10.11 public meeting £10, PPAG Art Event £255.75)

(50) Mr N Sharman mileage claim re Art Event £37.80

(51) Mr R Wade £68.91 Fibreboard for Art Event

(52) Mr G Almond £68.91 Fibreboard for Art Event

(53) Mr T Campbell £35.46 Blackout material and art materials for Art Event

(54) Miss D Shearsmith Clerks £187.47 (salary 01.11.11 to 30.11.11 £160.33, expenses £27.14)

(55) Jubilee Hall Room hire PC meeting 1.11.11 £10

(56) Mr M Ankers, work on the back of the old post office £50

(57) Miss D Shearsmith Clerks salary 01.12.11 to 31.12.11 £160.33

(58) Miss D Shearsmith Broadband October, November and December 2011 £48

To be paid:

None

Received:  

Local Joint Committee Grant to the PPAG for the Art Event £290                                                                               

To discuss:  Grass mowing quotes for season 1.4.2012 to 31.3.2013.  Cllr Holland left the room.  Six received quotes were reviewed.  It was unanimously agreed that Ann Holland should be asked to undertake the work.  Clerk to inform all applicants in writing.  The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee may require extra gardening work.  

To discuss:  Annual Review of Clerks Salary and Contract of Employment.  It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk was to be made permanent and given a new contract of employment following her probationary period.  The Clerk’s salary would be increased from £9.25 per hour (spinal Column Point 19 to £9.591 per hour (Spinal Column 20) based on the standard NJC rates.  The  weekly figure would increase from £37 to £38.364).  The pension contribution to the Clerk has been budgeted from April 2012 as £20 per annum (1%).  It has been requested the Clerk keeps a log of time spent doing the Clerk role for review at the next meeting.  The Chairman thanked the new Clerk for her work to date.
To discuss:  Budget to 31.12.11.  This had been distributed and was agreed. It was unanimously agreed that the budgeted donation of £100 to charities should be paid to Norton in Hales Caterpillars Pre-school (Clerk advised she was Caterpillar’s Chairperson so had a personal interest).  Cllr Lucas gave thanks to Sue Walton for taking on the role of cleaning the bus shelter.  It was unanimously decided not to put the up-to-date balance sheet/budget in the public domain (noticeboard and website) prior to Parish Council Meetings as requested by a Parishioner, but release this information to the public at the meeting.
To discuss:  Draft Budget for 2012-2013.  This was distributed and agreed.  The Highways Grant, now known as the Environmental Maintenance Grant of £3000 will be paid to us again this year from Shropshire Council.  It was unanimously agreed that the Precept be the same figure as 2011/2012 of £11,000.
To discuss: Playing Area Inspection report.  Cllr Powell to discuss the barbed wire fence near the play area and was also requested to look into a report from a Parishioner of the millennium plaque missing from the bench.
To discuss:  Local Development Framework (SAM Dev Plan).  This has already been covered in the Public Forum.
To discuss:  Tree removal behind The Old Post Office.  Thank you to Tom Campbell for cutting down the tree and to A R Richards who is removing the tree stump.
To discuss:  Request for allotment from Parishioner.  Cllr Lucas will put a statement in the messenger, website and face book to see if anybody has land to use for an allotment.  It was noted that there may be more people interested in allotment space if available.  Previously Tom Campbell offered to make enquiries locally, Cllr Holland will also keep a look out.
To discuss:  HM Queens Diamond Jubilee Celebration – 4th June 2012.  The Playing Field Committee has agreed a ‘Street Party’ event on the cricket ground including games, races for children and a bouncy castle.  They would like representatives from other parts of the village to play their part. Cllr Tresadern, Holland and Ankers volunteered to represent the Parish Council.
To discuss:  Place Plans Document of 17.10.11.  Cllr Powell had responded on the Place Plans document.  Following a discussion it was requested that Cllr Powell change Point 9 response to ‘Yes’.
To discuss: Proposed footway outside Arway and Yew Tree House.  Cllr Lucas aired the concern of a Parishioner that the footpath should not go ahead as it would be unsightly and dangerous to cross opposite the car park closer to a blind bend, their belief was that the current path between two houses should be altered changing the barriers to a gate and resurfacing, this is owned by the Playing Committee who do not have the funds.  After discussion it was unanimously agreed that Highways should go ahead with their intensions of putting in the footpath whilst the budget is available only until the end of March 2012, Clerk to inform Highways.
To discuss: Triangle area behind the Old Post Office.  Once the dead tree is removed it will be tidied up.  Unanimously agreed to fund the cost to replace the tree of £50, type of tree to be discussed between Cllr Holland, In Bloom and Sally Guest. 
To discuss:  Dog Fouling in the village.  Dog Warden to be contacted regarding constant dog fouling, any dogs caught fouling to be reported, notice to be put in the Messenger.
To discuss: Bus stop plaque refurbishment & stone chip in window.  Thank you to Malcolm McDonald for renovating the memorial plaque.  It was agreed to leave the stone chipped glass pane as it has been there for some time.
To discuss:  Meeting with West Mercia Police / Smartwater company re metal theft.  It was agreed for Cllr Lucas to organise a meeting with Smartwater. 
Correspondence:

Norton in Hales Primary School’s Headmaster had responded regarding the bike and car collision incident in October 2011.    Norton in Bloom had requested the land behind the Old Post Office be tidied up – this has already been covered above.
Councillors Reports:

Cllr Lucas: A letter had been received from Shropshire Council enquiring if there are any worthwhile working opportunities for Stoke Heath Prison prisoners to benefit communities, it was agreed to forward this request to Malcolm McDonald In Bloom, Jeff Harrall Jubilee Hall, and David Rigby P3 Footpaths.

Cllr Tresadern: Dog fouling is a current problem.

Cllr Kiessling: Concerned over a level of violence in the village, which however, is being dealt with in the appropriate manner.
Cllr Nixon: There is a dangerous pot hole in the road due to drainage problems on the Byways / Tunstall Road to Market Drayton, Highways to be notified.
Cllr Holland:  Parishioners have complained about the lack of road side cardboard recycling and wish to know from Shropshire Council if they are planning to re-install it?  The cardboard collection containers at Morrison are always full.  The base of the gate to the remote graveyard needs repairing, Cllr Lucas requested Cllr Holland report this to the church. 
Next Parish Council meeting: Tuesday 6th March 2012.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

PLANNING MEETING FOLLOWING THE ABOVE:

11/05019/FUL  Formation of new vehicular access following removal of part of hedge, The Croft, Bellaport Road, Norton In Hales, Shropshire, TF9 4AY.

The Parish Council unanimously supported the above with no objections.
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