MINUTES OF NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
 1ST NOVEMBER 2011 IN THE JUBILEE HALL AT 7.30PM

PUBLIC FORUM  Several Parishioners expressed that they were not happy that a retirement gratuity amounting to £1,056.71 gross had been paid to the retiring Clerk of the Parish Council given that financially times are hard and the precept has already increased.  The Parishioners believed the Clerk had done excellent work over and above the call of duty, as many others did in the village but it was irresponsible in the current situation.  They wished to know what cuts would be made in other areas to pay for this gratuity. Cllr Lucas explained that the retirement gratuity had been calculated based on the National Association of Local Councils Legal Topic Note 34 (LTN 34), where a maximum of £1575 could be paid.  Guidance and advice were sought from Shropshire Council, Association of Local Councils (ALC), other retirement gratuity payments made to Clerks in Shropshire, and after advertising the meeting to discuss this issue, the Parish Council made the decision to pay the retiring Clerk £1000, of which she would receive £800.  The payment was unforeseen and not budgeted for, so it would be being paid from the balance as at 31.3.10.
A parishioner had noticed the word ‘slow’ had been painted on the Betton corner, he believed it would be preferable to state ‘Road Narrowing’.  Some of the footpath stiles in Betton seemed high which would cause a problem.  A Parishioner advised that the ‘footpath workforce group’ are going to recce that particular path, however, could not comment as he had not been aware of this.  Letters and papers from recycling bins are blowing out of the bins and littering areas.  A parishioner advised people to beware as there had been some break-ins to sheds in the area.  
Tom Campbell on behalf of the artists would like to thank the Parish Council, the PPAG (Parish Plan Action Group) and everyone present who supported the Art Event; it was a huge success.  A Parishioner suggested there is so much art talent in Norton in Hales that there should be an ‘Artist Group’.  The School had been in touch and said they would be interested in a more junior level.
POLICE REPORT.  Not present. 
PRESENT  Cllrs. RWG Lucas (Chairman), GD Powell, IG Nixon, S Kiessling, N Groom
PA Tresadern, A Holland and ten members of the public
APOLOGIES were received from Cllr MJ Ankers (working), Shropshire Cllr B Gillow, Winston Brown 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   Cllr Holland declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest against point 15 –  mowing quotes.  Cllr Holland declared a Personal interest in Point 11 the bus shelter cleaning vacancy.  Cllr Kiessling declared a Personal interest in Point 17, request for allotment.    
TO CONFIRM AND SIGN MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, THE PLANNING MEETING, THE SPECIAL MEETING, A SPECIAL COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 6th SEPTEMBER 2011, AND THE SPECIAL CONSULTATION MEETING ON THE 4TH OCTOBER 2011.
These were confirmed and signed.

PROGRESS REPORTS:
HINDS HEAD.  This was opened on the 14th October 2011, food is very good and it is going well.

CONDITION OF LAND OFF FORGE LANE.  The inspection pit has been filled in with gravel.  Mr Greenwood from Shropshire Council has sent a letter to the owner of the land, however, he advised again that they do not have enforcing powers as it is not a working farm and the problem is not inside a building.  Cllr Powell believes they do have the powers if they wish and proposed the Parish Council write and say we are not happy with the outcome, this was agreed with 6 for and 1 abstention.
REPAIRS TO CORNER OF BESWICK LANE – A good job has been done as a soakaway drain has been dug and resurfacing complete.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL FUEL BUYING SCHEME.  It was agreed to invite Shropshire council to report on this scheme at the January 2012 Parish Council Meeting.
REPORTS  

PARISH PLAN ACTION GROUP. Cllr Powell thanked in addition to Tom Campbell and the PPAG, Norman Sharman who undertook a lot of the work behind the Art Event, thanks were also given by Cllr Lucas.
AREA COMMITTEE.  Cllr Lucas reported on the Local Joint Committee meeting on the 12th October 2011.  Following a bid by Norman Sharman a donation of £290 was approved for the Art Event.  Cllr Lucas would like to thank Jeff Harrall for his presentation on the acquisition and opening of the Hinds Head, the LJC were very interested as many local village pubs are closing.  It is the ALC AGM conference on Saturday 5th November 2011, where they would like to recognise the 20 years service given by Margaret Edwards, the Parish Council’s retired Clerk. 

PLAYING FIELDS. There was a message put on the Norton in Hales Facebook page advising that the Community Sports Pavillion has resolved the VAT issue and are not liable to pay the VAT which is good news.
VILLAGE HALL.  Nothing to report.
ACCOUNTS (Paid)

(27) Mrs AM Holland  5th instalment 1/7th of quote for grass mowing £610.

(28) Miss D Shearsmith Clerks salary 01.8.11 to 31.8.11 £160.33

(29) Mrs M Edwards Clerks salary 28.3.11 to 31.7.11 £598.76 

(30) HM Revenue Tax and NI relating to M Edwards salary 28.3.11 to 31.7.11 £171.59 (Tax                                                                                                                                                                                           £149.60, NI £21.99)

(31) Donation to Parochial Church Council for annual maintenance of the Church Clock £400

(32) Eon Street Lamp Repairs - Main street £89.50 (inc VAT)

(33) Staffordshire County Council – Best front Garden Judging 3.8.11 and presentation by J Hawkins from Shugborough on 11.10.11 inc mileage £107.00

(34) Mrs AM Holland  6th instalment 1/7th of quote for grass mowing £610.00

(35) R Lucas– “Celebration Evening” Framing of Citations / Gift for Judge  £90.98

(36) Jubilee Hall £20 (PC Planning meet 18/8/11 & PC meet 6/9/11 £15)(PPAG meet 20/9/11 £5)

(37) HM Revenue Tax and NI relating to Clerks retirement Gratuity £256.71 (Tax £200, NI £56.71)

(38) Mrs M Edwards Retirement Gratuity £800

(39) Miss D Shearsmith Clerks salary 01.9.11-30.9.11 £160.33

(40) Mrs P Tresadern-Celebration evening – food at cost £42.89

(41) Mrs M Edwards – Celebration evening – tablecloths £7.50

(42) The Grove School – (PPAG) Printing re Art Event £30                                                                                                                                              

To be paid:

NPower charges 1/7/11 to 30/9/11 £158.35 (inc VAT)

Eon Non maintenance repairs to street light corner of Griffin close and Bellaport Rd £100.92

Received:  

Donations from Public at Celebrations evening £100.60                         

To discuss:  Budget to 31.10.11 – This had been distributed and was agreed.

To discuss:  Tree removal behind the Old Post Office:  Tom Campbell has quoted £100 to cut the tree down and has the required insurance.  Cllr Powell had not been able to obtain any other quotes.  Cllr Powell proposed Tom Campbell remove it, this was seconded by Cllr Groom and unanimously agreed.  Clerk to contact Andrew from A R Richards, who had offered a year ago to remove the stump once it had been cut by Tom Campbell.  

To discuss:  Playing Area Inspection report.  Nothing urgent was raised in the report.  Mention was made of a barbed wire fence in a garden bordering the playground, Cllr Powell will speak to the house owner.  Another section of wood board looks like it may need repairing in time. 
To discuss:  Mrs J Eardley Bus Shelter cleaning/materials – yearly amount to be agreed.  It was unanimously agreed to pay the budgeted £250 to Mrs Eardley.

To discuss:  Bus shelter cleaning vacancy.  Mrs Joan Eardley has tendered her resignation after many years faithful service and was thanked by the Parish Council.  Mrs Eardley will continue until the end of December 2011.  Sue Walton has offered (with another parishioner) to clean the bus shelter with no payment for her services.  This offer was proposed to be accepted by Cllr Powell, seconded by Cllr Groom and was agreed with 4 for and 3 abstentions.  Cllr Lucas would like to thank Gwen Lovatt for her kind offer to clean the bus shelter.
To discuss:  Local Development Framework (SAM Dev Plan).  Cllr Lucas gave a summary of events:  Following the Public meeting on 4th October  2011 it was resolved that the PPAG produce a new survey to guage the Parishioners views for the Council to take the final view in January 2012.  Cllr Powell reported that the PPAG  are meeting at 7.30 on Thursday 3rd November at the Hinds Head to discuss the contents of the questionnaire and methodology for it to be analysed, they had not met before as they have been  looking at different options.  Cllr Powell confirmed anyone can attend the meeting as is usual with the PPAG meetings.  Cllr Lucas suggested Sue Lowe, from Shropshire Council has input to ensure the SAMDev facts are informed to all Parishioners.  The councillors felt it was a responsibility to ensure everyone understands SAMDev, which they do not believe is currently the case, and that the questionnaire is neutral. Cllr Powell informed that he had had no response from Sue Lowe.  Councillors offered their help to deliver the questionnaires. 
To discuss:  Best Front Garden/Celebration Evening 11th October 2011.  This evening was a great success.  There has been some excellent publicity covering the event of ‘honouring’ Mary Keay, Margaret Edwards and Mick Brassington.  We have received thanks from all three individuals.  Cllr Lucas reported that it is a lot of work involved in the Judging of the Gardens and organising the celebration evening.  He was disappointed only two other councillors were present and would like us to review in time if we should continue with this event.  As he has walked the judge around the gardens on the last 5 years of judging, he would like to know if someone else would like to take on this duty.  Cllr Lucas passed his thanks on to Penny Tresadern, Margaret Edwards, Cythia Lucas, Ann Holland and Debbie Shearsmith for their input into the Celebration evening.
To discuss:  Jubilee Hall Committee Member – resignation/vacancy.  Cllr Kiessling has resigned and Cllr Groom has offered to take on this role as he is already on the Jubillee Hall Committee
To discuss:  Mowing quotes.  (Cllr Holland left the room) To put this out to tender it should be advertised in the local paper, on the notice board, on the village website, on facebook and write to anyone who we know may be interested. There have been difficulties in the past to get people to quote.

To discuss:  Outcome of planning applications. It was unanimously agreed the current feedback of emailing the Councillors is sufficient.

To discuss:  Request for allotment from Parishioner.  Cllr Kiessling has requested an allotment in the area for use by the Youth Club, Caterpillars Preschool and School to nurture plants and see the plants grow which will hopefully encourage more people to get involved with the dwindling members of the ‘In Bloom’ Group.  Cllr Kiessling herself would like allotment space for her personal use also.  Standing Orders were suspended.  Parishioners reported the following:  a little Church bed garden had been used previously but it was confirmed this was not very good soil.  Malcolm McDonald had run this project with Fiona Bailey with the school children, he had at the time requested through the messenger if anyone has a piece of land in their back garden that could be used – it seems appropriate to do the same again.  Cllr Lucas advised Cllr Kiessling also to ask Paula Turnock from Pear Tree Croft about a piece of land behind Pear Tree Croft that had been planted up with shrubs.  Tom Campbell offered to make enquiries locally.
To discuss: Calling of meetings & minutes electronically or by hard copy?  As per the 1972 Local Government Act, it was unanimously resolved that communication can be by email (electronically).  Any Councillor may receive a hard copy by advising the Clerk that this is their wish.
Correspondence:

A Place Plans document had been received which is looking for shared objectives for each place.  The Parish Council have to respond to it by 19th January 2012.  Due to the size of the document it had not been copied.  There will be several conferences to discuss this.  Cllr Lucas felt it may be appropriate for Volunteers to go into a working party.  The document was given to Cllr Powell who will look into it and email Parish Councillors with details.
A Parishioner had informed the Parish Council that an infected Beech tree had had to be removed from the wooded area behind the Church; this was advised to the land owner by Shropshire Council.  Cllr Lucas reported that the Woodland Trust is celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee with a project called the ‘Diamond Wood Trust’ which offers community groups the ability to obtain free Jubilee packs of trees, available in packs of 105 or 420 trees.   Cllr Powell will mention this to Mark Hackney, the tree co-ordinator on the PPAG.  The trees Tom Campbell obtained from Shropshire Council are still currently in Gwen Lovatts vegetable patch and need planting on.
Queens Diamond Jubilee Beacons literature had been received and was passed to Cllr Tresadern to take forward with the Playing Fields Committee.

Councillors Reports:

Cllr Kiessling: Due to the double booking of the Art Event and the Youth Club she would like to thank the Community Sports Pavillion for letting the Youth Club use the building.

Cllr: Tresadern:  Soon cardboard will no longer be collected in the re-cycling bins, Cllr Tresadern wishes to record she is not happy with this decision as it either means putting cardboard in black bins or driving it to Whitchurch increasing the carbon footprint effect.  It may result in more fly tipping.

Cllr Lucas: Represented the Parish Council in attending a meeting of Shropshire Council on 31st October 2011 explaining the Localism Bill.  The following points were made:

· Localism will come into place within 12/18 months and the Bill is expected to become an Act by the end of 2011.

· If a Parish Council does not take on board Localism a Community Group may step in and take control.
· There will be more powers in communities and individuals.

· Local Councils have to be transparent in any expenditure over £500.

Cllr Lucas informed that a Parishioner had reported that a child had cycled out from the pub road onto the main road and collided with his car, the child was unhurt.  It was requested that the Clerk write to the School advising them of the incident and Cllr Tresadern suggested asking the school to remind children of road safety before breaking up for holidays.  Although school children undertake cycling proficiency, children under this age are cycling about and have not therefore had this benefit.
A Parishioner requested that Standing Orders be suspended in order that she may seek clarification on the distribution of the SAMDev questionnaire, the Parish Council agreed to suspend standing orders.  Parishioner referred to Cllr Powell advising that the questionnaire would be sent to the village only and not the outskirts, the parishioner requested that the questionnaire be sent to all areas of the Parish, not just the village, the Parish Council assured her the questionnaire would be sent to all areas not just the village.
Agenda items:
Next Parish Council meeting: Tuesday 10th January 2012.
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