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NORTON-IN-HALES PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL REPORT 2009-2010

I am pleased to present this Annual Report on the activities of another eventful year for the Parish Council.  There have been many successes and much to celebrate.  This report will highlight the more significant items in 2009-2010 in which we have been involved.
Windfarm planning inquiry:  This was concluded on 2 June 2009 after four weeks of the hearing and in his decision dated 15 July 2009 the Inspector dismissed the appeal by Nuon.  This was of great relief to the majority of our parishioners and the surrounding parishes of Loggerheads and Woore.  The Parish Council applauded all who helped with this result.
The New Community Sports Pavilion continued to make good progress during the year in which we were successful in obtaining the Shropshire Council’s CYPS Grant of £18,000 in total taking into account contributions from the school and the cricket club.  This was in addition to £25,000 obtained in the previous year from Shropshire Council’s Community Fund.  The new pavilion is in the final stages of completion for which applications for further grant aid are being processed.  Thanks are due to all who have helped with this project which will doubtless give us a great asset.
Affordable Housing Scheme:  The six dwellings at Pear Tree Croft developed by Bromford Housing Association are now completed and occupied.  The occupants are to be congratulated for the manner in which their front gardens are maintained in such a significant location in the village.
Heart of England Region in Bloom Competition:  Following the visit of the judges on 8 July the parish was delighted to receive the news in September that we had achieved the Gold Award in the village category and was chosen to represent the Midlands in the National Britain in Bloom Competition this year.  Secretary of the In-Bloom Committee Malcolm McDonald received the much deserved Certificate of Merit.  The Parish Council has increased its donation towards plants for the special effort which will be made this summer and we wish the committee every success.
West Mercia Police Charity Cricket Match; This was held on 27 September 2009 and raised over £600 for three good causes, plus an amount raised by the cricket club.
The Celebration Evening on 6 October 2009 was another great success.  The Best Front Garden Competition was judged on 12 August by Mrs Anne Lindop and her son Mr Philip Lindop from Westholme Nursery, Woore.  Philip Lindop gave a short and interesting talk on how he and his mother had judged the gardens and answered questions from an audience of around 45 parishioners.

Our parish Clerk Mrs Margaret Edwards again devised a popular gardening quiz and Chairman of the In Bloom Committee Mrs Alma Finlay-Burrows acknowledged all the efforts her committee and parishioners had made to make the village so appealing and displayed the beautiful vase presented to the village for winning Gold.
Red telephone box in the village:  We resolved that the village telephone box be retained in working order for use by parishioners, visitors and emergencies.

Samuel Owen (1774-1854) called “the founder of the Swedish mechanical industry” and who was elected a member of the Swedish Royal Academy of Sciences in 1831, was born in Norton-in-Hales and lived at Norton Forge in his early life.  His connection with our parish was discovered by a parishioner during October.  We are grateful to Malcolm McDonald, Mary Keay and Bill Page and others for their research on Samuel Owen’s life - see Malcolm McDonald’s article on Samuel Owen on www.nortoninhales.org.  To commemorate the 200th Anniversary of his mechanical workshop in Stockholm, the Swedish National Museum of Sciences chose to dedicate their Year Book of 2009 to the life and work of Samuel Owen.  The book was written by Mr Arne Sundstrom who has sent us a copy of the book.  Donations have been received to enable a plaque commemorating Samuel Owen to be erected on the Jubilee Hall and his life will provide a ‘local roots’ focus for the In-Bloom Committee’s presentation during the summer.
Parish Plan: You know how it is waiting for a birth. Then after a long gestation twins arrive; not identical. This is how it is with the Parish Plan. The Plan has arrived in two sections; the Plan booklet and an Objectives leaflet. As you know, the Parish Plan is based on community responses to a questionnaire addressing the key issues identified by parishioners at a previous Plan development meeting.  The Parish Plan booklet sets out how we see ourselves now, what is important and needs to be preserved for the future and what developments are proposed.  The Plan booklet includes a history of the Parish of Norton in Hales followed by a summary of the identified key issues. 

The Parish Plan Objectives leaflet sets out a process for the implementation of the key issues expressed as objectives with priority, partners and responsibility. Copies of the Plan booklet and the Objectives leaflet are shortly to be made available for each household.  The Parish Council recognises that the Plan represents the views of the wider parish community. It is hoped that this Plan will be seen as the first step in the achievement of the vision for the Parish with progress reports at Council Meetings and reviews at the Annual Parish Meeting.

The Plan Committee thank the Parish Council and the Shropshire Neighbourhood & Parish Partnership for funding that enabled the preparation of this Plan.



(NDS)
Our village website has had some changes in recent weeks and some considerable success.  First our webmaster Paul Coupe of zoomonline decided to stand down due to pressure of other work.  It was Paul who came up with the original fresh and attractive design which has won us many plaudits from far and wide.  We applaud all that Paul did for us.  Eric Pemberton, from Loggerheads, has taken over from Paul and is proving to be a dynamic successor with many bright ideas.  Take a look at the slide show on the village history page at www.nortoninhales.org and you will see some wonderful early pictures of our village with many long gone villagers.  One viewer in Yorkshire who has been looking at the website for two years took a look at this new feature and recognised himself with his friend from 1943.  He was Allan Ebbrell who came from Manchester as one of the evacuees on 1 September 1939.  Allan has made contact with the village again after 70 years and with Edward Gill, another of our ‘distinguished evacuees’ and Allan has promised to visit us during the summer and write a memoir of his time during the war.

The website has also facilitated two distant contacts from Australia.  The first The Venerable Frederick A Morrey from Victoria, and second Maureen and Gordon Roberts from Adelaide.  See their comments on the ‘News’ page.  It is most rewarding to enable such contacts to be forged.
Financial Budget for 2010-2011:  The Parish Council resolved to make an increased grant of £750 to the In-Bloom Committee for plantings and to make a total donation of £985 plus VAT to St Chad’s Parish Church towards the cost of renovation of the clock and carillon.  This was in addition to the £212.00 from the charity cricket day.  The 2010-2011 precept was unchanged at £9,000.
The purchase of the Green at St Chad’s Way was completed during the year and Shropshire Council has recently completed the construction of a footpath on the edge of the green to make it safer for children walking to the playing field.

Parish Council Logo:  An historic crest seen at three locations around the village and used many years ago on crockery in the village hall has been adopted as our new logo.  The origin of the crest is unknown but on the crockery it was surrounded by the Latin “Surgit Post Nubila Phoebus” which translated means “The Sun Rises After the Clouds”.

Finally the Parish Council was sorry to receive the resignation of Councillor Gareth Hurley but after interviewing two applicants for the vacancy we were pleased to co-opt Cllr Sandra Kiessling of 2 St Chad’s Way.  Sandra has lived in the village for three years and has two children at our school.  I am sure she will represent the younger generation in our community particularly well.  My thanks to all our dedicated team of councillors for all their work throughout the year and special thanks to Mrs Margaret Edwards, our Parish Clerk for outstanding service to us all.
Ron Lucas

Chairman – Norton-in-Hales Parish Council
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