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NORTON-IN-HALES PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk: Miss Deborah Shearsmith
E-mail:  nortoninhalespc@yahoo.co.uk
Tel/fax 01630 653950
Norton-in-Hales website: www.nortoninhales.org 

The Parish Council met on 10 January 2012 and the following are the main items discussed:-
Public Forum:  Elizabeth Thain from Shropshire Community Council was unable to attend to speak on their Fuel Buying Scheme so will be invited in the future.  Alison Brock from Shropshire Council has sent an update on Broadband speeds in Shropshire which is now on the website.
Mowing of Grassed Areas: Six quotations for the 2012-2013 season were considered and the quotation from Ann Holland at £3,880 was unanimously accepted.  This was a reduction on last year’s cost for this work.  Anne was thanked for the quality of her work during this past year.
Annual Review of Clerk’s Salary:  It was unanimously agreed that Miss Deborah Shearsmith’s appointment as Clerk be made permanent and that she be given a Contract of Employment and that her salary be increased to SCP 20 from 1 April 2012 and that we begin a pension scheme.
The 2012-2013 Financial Budget was considered and agreed at £12,027 (£11,826 in 2011-12) to include a contribution of £300 to the Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations to be held in the Playing Field on 4 June 2012.  The precept was maintained at the same level - £11,000, thanks to the renewal of the £3,000 Highways and Environmental Maintenance Grant by Shropshire Council.
The Parish Plan Action Group reported that they had decided to await publication of Shropshire Council’s SAMDev Plan for consultation in mid-February before distributing their questionnaire. 
Thanks were expressed to Tom Campbell for the removal of the dead tree to the rear of “The Old Post Office”.  AR Richards Ltd will remove the stump shortly and another tree will be planted.  A request for land for allotment use is made following a parishioner’s request.  Offers please.
Cllrs Tresadern, Holland and Ankers agreed to represent the Parish Council at a meeting to be arranged by the Playing Field Committee to organise the “Street Party” which will be held on the cricket ground on Monday 4 June 2012 to commemorate The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  Representatives of all village organisations will be invited to participate in this meeting.

It was unanimously agreed to support Shropshire Highways Dept. in their plan to complete the public footpath from St Chad’s Green to the entrance to the cricket ground before 31 March.

The Shropshire Council Dog Warden is to be contacted regarding constant dog fouling in the village and any dogs caught fouling will be reported.  Owners are again reminded to clean up.
It is hoped to arrange a public meeting with West Mercia Police and Smartwater Company over protection against metal thieves who have recently targeted the village stealing road grids.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday 6 March 2012 at 7.30pm in the Jubilee Hall.  Parishioners are welcome to attend and have your say in the Public Forum.
Ron Lucas 
Chairman Norton in Hales Parish Council
