Proposed Conservation Area for Norton in Hales

Notes of an Open Meeting held 5th December 2006 in the Village Hall
Apologies – Messrs Eardley, Budd, Lucas and Groom

Present

Mr Philip Belchere and Ms Rachael Parry from N Shropshire District Council and 16 members of the public.

Chairman of Norton In Bloom, Alma Finlay Burrows welcomed Mr Belchere and Ms Parry, and handed over to, Mr Belchere.

General

Mr Belchere opened by saying he was pleased that the initiative had come from the village.

A conservation area did not set the village ‘in aspic’, but could be seen more as a design guide. It offered a little more control over future building development.

In the centre of Norton, the village green was a rare feature and there are significant trees in that area. The church is the only listed building in the village and there was a sense of enclosure from the sandstone walls, particularly on Main Road, where the building line was of a ‘Shropshire Form’.

The aim of a Conservation Area would be to protect the architecture and characteristics of the community, giving a sense of cohesion and protecting the vernacular styles.

Proposals
Proposals from the District council had a smaller footprint than that proposed by the In Bloom Group, and fell into 3 distinct areas:


The School and Main Road


The Church and surroundings


The prominent open area of the Recreation Ground

A leaflet was distributed giving an appraisal of the District Council proposals.

Effects

The main affects of being within the boundaries were that buildings could not be demolished and new building has to enhance the area. Some restrictions would apply to such things as plastic windows. Husbandry of trees has to be subject to application to the Council.

Discussion

Concern was expressed about protection for trees behind the bus shelter. Mr Belchere would speak to the Tree Officer about them.

No retrospective pressure could be exerted about the overhead power distribution, but conservation status would give some influence in future. 

The original ‘In Bloom’ proposals encompassed some open spaces. Mr Belchere said that if this were attempted, it would be open to opposition and added that buildings of significance could not be ‘hooped in’. However future developments outside the Conservation Area would be influenced by it, have to enhance it and be sympathetic.

Grants may be available for, example, replacing sash windows.

Mr Belchere was surprised that the Parish Council paid for streetlights. He had envisaged that Highways would provide future lighting to a high conservation standard.

Mr Belchere also mentioned ‘Article 4’ designation, which would, when introduced, place more restrictions on Conservation Areas. Under this, windows would have to be replaced, when required, with older styles and there would be a moratorium on plastic ones. He hoped that grants would soon be available to help with the extra costs, say, of replacing sash windows.

Next stage

Comments were now invited to the District Council proposals. This response would be the final act and they would then go to ‘Cabinet’ for formal approval.

Thanks

Mrs Finlay Burrows thanked Mr Belchere and Ms Parry for the presentation, despite a technical hitch. A response would be forthcoming from the In Bloom group shortly.

Malcolm McDonald – Secretary Norton in Bloom.   01630 656646

………………………………………………………………………………………

Norton in Bloom

Notice of Special Meeting

There will be a special meeting on Wednesday 13th December at 7.30pm in the Hinds Head, to agree the District Council’s slightly different proposals for a Conservation Area boundary in Norton in Hales.

The meeting is expected to be brief!

