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Note

Relatives and friends of the fallen, and visitors to St Chads may wish to add to or amend the records contained in this memorial book. Details should be forwarded to David Rigby, Ashville, Norton in Hales TF9 4AT, or to the Chairman of the PCC. Your contributions will be received with appreciation.

Captain

COLVILLE, HENRY GEORGE COULSON

1st Battalion  King's Shropshire Light Infantry

Attached to. H.Q. 16th Infantry Brigade

Captain Colville was the son of Hugh Colville JP of Bellaport Hall near Norton in Hales

He was killed in action during the France-Flanders campaign on 22nd September 1915

Aged 29 years

Captain Colville was one of six officers who died during intense hand-to-hand fighting at the Battle of Hooge 

He is buried at La Brique Cemetery at Plot 1, Row 1, Grave 21
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LA BRIQUE CEMETERY No 2 was begun in February 1915 and used until March 1918. The original cemetery consisted of 383 burials laid out in 25 irregular rows in Plot I. After the Armistice, graves were brought in from the battlefields to create Plot II and extend the original plot. There are now 840 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War buried or commemorated in this cemetery. 400 of the burials are unidentified but special memorials commemorate four casualties known or believed to be buried among them. 

Across the road is LA BRIQUE CEMETERY No 1, which was begun in May 1915 and used until the following December. It contains 91 First World War burials, four of them unidentified. Both cemeteries were designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield. 

No. of Identified Casualties: 454

Corporal

MORREY, J

17th Battalion The Lancashire Fusiliers

Corporal Morrey  was the son of Mrs. F. Morrey, of 21, Norton-in-Hales

He was killed in action during the France-Flanders campaign on 5th May 1917

Aged 22 years

Corporal Morrey is buried at Vadencourt Cemetery at Plot 1, Row B, Grave 18
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VADENCOURT BRITISH CEMETERY (called at first Vadencourt New British Cemetery) was begun in August, 1917, by fighting units, and used until March, 1918; in October and November, 1918, it was used by the 5th, 47th and 61st Casualty Clearing Stations (at Bihecourt, on the road to Vermand) as well as by Field Ambulances. These original graves are in Plots I-III; and after the Armistice those plots were enlarged, and Plots IV and V made, by the concentration of graves from the surrounding battlefields and from a few small burial grounds. These scattered graves were mainly of April, 1917, and March, April, September and October, 1918, and many of them represented casualties of the 59th (North Midland) Division. At the same time four French, 31 American and 28 German Graves, all of October, 1918, were removed to other cemeteries. There are now over 750, 1914-18 war casualties commemorated in this site. Of these, over 200 are unidentified. Five Indian Cavalry soldiers, whose bodies were cremated, are named on special memorials. 

The Cemetery covers an area of 2,953 square metres and is enclosed by a rubble wall. The cemeteries from which British graves were removed to Vadencourt British Cemetery included VADENCOURT CHATEAU CEMETERY, a little further West, in which nine soldiers from the United Kingdom and six from Canada were buried in April-August, 1917. VENDELLES CHURCHYARD EXTENSION, made by the 59th Division in April, 1917, contains the graves of 36 soldiers from the United Kingdom. 

No. of Identified Casualties: 546

Corporal

PRUCE, ALBERT EDWARD
6th Battalion Kings Shropshire Light Infantry

Corporal Pruce was the husband of Alice Annie Pruce, of 45, Norton-in-Hales

He was killed in action during the France-Flanders campaign on 16th August 1917

Aged 29 years

Corporal Pruce was one of 42 of his unit killed at the Battle of Lanquemark, 5 miles north of Ypres. The unit employed a “Pals” policy in that it brought together many who were born or brought up in the same geographic area.

He is remembered on Panel 112 to 113 at the Tyne Cot Memorial
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THE TYNE COT MEMORIAL is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders which cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the Salient stretched from Langemarck in the north to the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in area and shape throughout the war. The Salient was formed during the First Battle of Ypres in October and November 1914, when a small British Expeditionary Force succeeded in securing the town before the onset of winter, pushing the German forces back to the Passchendaele Ridge. The Second Battle of Ypres began in April 1915 when the Germans released poison gas into the Allied lines north of Ypres. This was the first time gas had been used by either side and the violence of the attack forced an Allied withdrawal and a shortening of the line of defence. There was little more significant activity on this front until 1917, when in the Third Battle of Ypres an offensive was mounted by Commonwealth forces to divert German attention from a weakened French front further south. The initial attempt in June to dislodge the Germans from the Messines Ridge was a complete success, but the main assault north-eastward, which began at the end of July, quickly became a dogged struggle against determined opposition and the rapidly deteriorating weather. The campaign finally came to a close in November with the capture of Passchendaele. The German offensive of March 1918 met with some initial success, but was eventually checked and repulsed in a combined effort by the Allies in September. The battles of the Ypres Salient claimed many lives on both sides and it quickly became clear that the commemoration of members of the Commonwealth forces with no known grave would have to be divided between several different sites. 

The site of the Menin Gate was chosen because of the hundreds of thousands of men who passed through it on their way to the battlefields. It commemorates those of all Commonwealth nations except New Zealand who died in the Salient, in the case of United Kingdom casualties before 16 August 1917. Those United Kingdom and New Zealand servicemen who died after that date are named on the memorial at Tyne Cot, a site which marks the furthest point reached by Commonwealth forces in Belgium until nearly the end of the war. Other New Zealand casualties are commemorated on memorials at Buttes New British Cemetery and Messines Ridge British Cemetery. 

The TYNE COT MEMORIAL now bears the names of almost 35,000 officers and men whose graves are not known. The memorial, designed by Sir Herbert Baker with sculpture by Joseph Armitage and F V Blundstone, was unveiled by Sir Gilbert Dyett in July 1927. The memorial forms the north-eastern boundary of TYNE COT CEMETERY, which was established around a captured German blockhouse or pill-box used as an advanced dressing station. The original battlefield cemetery of 343 graves was greatly enlarged after the Armistice when remains were brought in from the battlefields of Passchendaele and Langemarck, and from a few small burial grounds. It is now the largest Commonwealth war cemetery in the world in terms of burials. At the suggestion of King George V, who visited the cemetery in 1922, the Cross of Sacrifice was placed on the original large pill-box. There are three other pill-boxes in the cemetery. There are now 11,952 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War buried or commemorated in Tyne Cot Cemetery. 8,365 of the burials are unidentified but there are special memorials to more than 80 casualties known or believed to be buried among them. Other special memorials commemorate 20 casualties whose graves were destroyed by shell fire. The cemetery was designed by Sir Herbert Bake.

Corporal

WOODCOCK, WILLIAM

14th Battalion The Hampshire Regiment

Corporal Woodcock was the son of John and Mary Woodcock then of Brown Hills, Market Drayton, and the husband of Faith Bickley of 7, Old Farm, Lilleshall, Newport.

He died of wounds during the France-Flanders campaign on 1st February 1917

Aged 29 years

Corporal Woodcock is buried at Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery at Plot X, Row D, Grave 46
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During the First World War, the village of LIJSSENTHOEK was situated on the main communication line between the Allied military bases in the rear and the Ypres battlefields. Close to the Front, but out of the extreme range of most German field artillery, it became a natural place to establish casualty clearing stations. The cemetery was first used by the French 15th Hopital D'Evacuation and in June 1915, it began to be used by casualty clearing stations of the Commonwealth forces. From April to August 1918, the casualty clearing stations fell back before the German advance and field ambulances (including a French ambulance) took their places. 

The cemetery contains 9,901 Commonwealth burials of the First World War, a few of which were brought in from the battlefields after the Armistice, and 883 war graves of other nationalities, mostly French and German. It is the second largest Commonwealth cemetery in Belgium. The cemetery was designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield. 

No. of Identified Casualties: 10750

Lance Corporal

THOMAS, HARRY

9th Battalion The Sherwood Foresters (Notts and Derby Regt.)

Born at Bellaport, Norton in Hales

Son of Benjamin and Hannah Thomas; Benjamin Thomas was a local gardener

Lance Corporal Thomas died on 21st August 1915 

Aged 20 years

He is remembered on Panel 150 to 152 at Helles Memorial, Turkey
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THE HELLES MEMORIAL stands on the tip of the Gallipoli Peninsula. It takes the form of an obelisk over 30 metres high that can be seen by ships passing through the Dardanelles. The eight month campaign in Gallipoli was fought by Commonwealth and French forces in an attempt to force Turkey out of the war, to relieve the deadlock of the Western Front in France and Belgium, and to open a supply route to Russia through the Dardanelles and the Black Sea. The Allies landed on the peninsula on 25-26 April 1915; the 29th Division at Cape Helles in the south and the Australian and New Zealand Corps north of Gaba Tepe on the west coast, an area soon known as Anzac. On 6 August, further landings were made at Suvla, just north of Anzac, and the climax of the campaign came in early August when simultaneous assaults were launched on all three fronts. However, the difficult terrain and stiff Turkish resistance soon led to the stalemate of trench warfare. From the end of August, no further serious action was fought and the lines remained unchanged. The peninsula was successfully evacuated in December and early January 1916. 

The Helles Memorial serves the dual function of Commonwealth battle memorial for the whole Gallipoli campaign and place of commemoration for many of those Commonwealth servicemen who died there and have no known grave. The United Kingdom and Indian forces named on the memorial died in operations throughout the peninsula, the Australians at Helles. There are also panels for those who died or were buried at sea in Gallipoli waters. The memorial bears more than 21,000 names. There are four other Memorials to the Missing at Gallipoli. The Lone Pine, Hill 60, and Chunuk Bair Memorials commemorate Australian and New Zealanders at Anzac. The Twelve Tree Copse Memorial commemorates the New Zealanders at Helles. Naval casualties of the United Kingdom lost or buried at sea are recorded on their respective Memorials at Portsmouth, Plymouth and Chatham, in the United Kingdom. 

No. of Identified Casualties: 20839

Private

GLASSEY, WILLIAM

2nd Battalion King's Shropshire Light Infantry

Born at Albrighton, Shropshire he eventually lived at 42, Norton Forge, Norton in Hales

He was one of 10 soldiers killed in action on 8th May 1915 at Frezenburg Ridge, 3 miles north east of Ypres, during an enemy artillery attack 

He is remembered on Panel 47 and 49 at Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial
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YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL, Belgium. Ypres (now Ieper) is a town in the Province of West Flanders. The Memorial is situated at the eastern side of the town on the road to Menin (Menen) and Courtrai (Kortrijk). Each night at 8 pm the traffic is stopped at the Menin Gate while members of the local Fire Brigade sound the Last Post in the roadway under the Memorial's arches. The Menin Gate is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders which cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the Salient stretched from Langemarck in the north to the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in area and shape throughout the war. The Salient was formed during the First Battle of Ypres in October and November 1914, when a small British Expeditionary Force succeeded in securing the town before the onset of winter, pushing the German forces back to the Passchendaele Ridge. The Second Battle of Ypres began in April 1915 when the Germans released poison gas into the Allied lines north of Ypres. This was the first time gas had been used by either side and the violence of the attack forced an Allied withdrawal and a shortening of the line of defence. There was little more significant activity on this front until 1917, when in the Third Battle of Ypres an offensive was mounted by Commonwealth forces to divert German attention from a weakened French front further south. The initial attempt in June to dislodge the Germans from the Messines Ridge was a complete success, but the main assault north-eastward, which began at the end of July, quickly became a dogged struggle against determined opposition and the rapidly deteriorating weather. The campaign finally came to a close in November with the capture of Passchendaele. The German offensive of March 1918 met with some initial success, but was eventually checked and repulsed in a combined effort by the Allies in September. The battles of the Ypres Salient claimed many lives on both sides and it quickly became clear that the commemoration of members of the Commonwealth forces with no known grave would have to be divided between several different sites. The site of the Menin Gate was chosen because of the hundreds of thousands of men who passed through it on their way to the battlefields. It commemorates those of all Commonwealth nations (except New Zealand) who died in the Salient, in the case of United Kingdom casualties before 16 August 1917. Those United Kingdom and New Zealand servicemen who died after that date are named on the memorial at Tyne Cot, a site which marks the furthest point reached by Commonwealth forces in Belgium until nearly the end of the war. Other New Zealand casualties are commemorated on memorials at Buttes New British Cemetery and Messines Ridge British Cemetery. The YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL now bears the names of more than 54,000 officers and men whose graves are not known. The memorial, designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield with sculpture by Sir William Reid-Dick, was unveiled by Lord Plumer in July 1927. 

No. of Identified Casualties: 54332

Private

MALKIN, JOHN EDWARD

5th Battalion King's Shropshire Light Infantry

Private Malkin was the son of John and Ellen Malkin, of 51, Norton-in-Hales

John Malkin was Village Clerk

He was killed in action on 25th September 1915 during an enemy bombardment of trenches at “Railway Wood” near Ypres

Aged 24 years

He is remembered at Panel 47-49 at Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial
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YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL, Belgium. Ypres (now Ieper) is a town in the Province of West Flanders. The Memorial is situated at the eastern side of the town on the road to Menin (Menen) and Courtrai (Kortrijk). Each night at 8 pm the traffic is stopped at the Menin Gate while members of the local Fire Brigade sound the Last Post in the roadway under the Memorial's arches. The Menin Gate is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders which cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the Salient stretched from Langemarck in the north to the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in area and shape throughout the war. The Salient was formed during the First Battle of Ypres in October and November 1914, when a small British Expeditionary Force succeeded in securing the town before the onset of winter, pushing the German forces back to the Passchendaele Ridge. The Second Battle of Ypres began in April 1915 when the Germans released poison gas into the Allied lines north of Ypres. This was the first time gas had been used by either side and the violence of the attack forced an Allied withdrawal and a shortening of the line of defence. There was little more significant activity on this front until 1917, when in the Third Battle of Ypres an offensive was mounted by Commonwealth forces to divert German attention from a weakened French front further south. The initial attempt in June to dislodge the Germans from the Messines Ridge was a complete success, but the main assault north-eastward, which began at the end of July, quickly became a dogged struggle against determined opposition and the rapidly deteriorating weather. The campaign finally came to a close in November with the capture of Passchendaele. The German offensive of March 1918 met with some initial success, but was eventually checked and repulsed in a combined effort by the Allies in September. The battles of the Ypres Salient claimed many lives on both sides and it quickly became clear that the commemoration of members of the Commonwealth forces with no known grave would have to be divided between several different sites. The site of the Menin Gate was chosen because of the hundreds of thousands of men who passed through it on their way to the battlefields. It commemorates those of all Commonwealth nations (except New Zealand) who died in the Salient, in the case of United Kingdom casualties before 16 August 1917. Those United Kingdom and New Zealand servicemen who died after that date are named on the memorial at Tyne Cot, a site which marks the furthest point reached by Commonwealth forces in Belgium until nearly the end of the war. Other New Zealand casualties are commemorated on memorials at Buttes New British Cemetery and Messines Ridge British Cemetery. The YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL now bears the names of more than 54,000 officers and men whose graves are not known. The memorial, designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield with sculpture by Sir William Reid-Dick, was unveiled by Lord Plumer in July 1927. 

No. of Identified Casualties: 54332

Sapper

JONES, REGINALD KENT BISHOP

Royal Engineers

Sapper Jones was the husband of Doris Lucy Jones, of 16, Wellesley St., Shelton, Stoke-on-Trent, and the son Albert Jones, farmer, of Church Farm, Norton in Hales

He died at the Regimental Command Depot, Thetford, on 4th November 1918

Aged  25 years

He is buried at Brighton (Bear Road) Cemetery at Grave ZGV
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BRIGHTON (BEAR ROAD) BOROUGH CEMETERY The cemetery was opened in 1857, and now covers 44 acres. It climbs the hill eastward, crossing a public road. A War Cross stands in the cemetery. There are 274, 1914-1918 and 98, 1939-1945 Commonwealth war casualties commemorated in this site as well as a total of 40 foreign national casualties from both world war's. 

No. of Identified Casualties: 416

Private

BLOOR, GEORGE

"H" Battalion Tank Corps

Born in Norton in Hales and believed to have lived at 21, Norton in Hales

Private Bloor was killed in action during the France–Flanders campaign on 23rd November 1917

Age not recorded

He is remembered on Panel 13 at Cambrai Memorial, Louerval
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CAMBRAI MEMORIAL, LOUVERVAL ,France  The small village of Louverval is on the north side of the N30, Bapaume to Cambrai road, 13 kilometres north-east of Bapaume and 16 kilometres south-west of Cambrai. The Memorial stands on a terrace in Louverval Military Cemetery, which is situated on the north side of the N30, south of Louverval village. CWGC signposts on the N30 give advance warning of arrival at the Cemetery The CAMBRAI MEMORIAL commemorates more than 7,000 servicemen of the United Kingdom and South Africa who died in the Battle of Cambrai in November and December 1917 and whose graves are not known. Sir Douglas Haig described the object of the Cambrai operations as the gaining of a 'local success by a sudden attack at a point where the enemy did not expect it' and to some extent they succeeded. The proposed method of assault was new, with no preliminary artillery bombardment. Instead, tanks would be used to break through the German wire, with the infantry following under the cover of smoke barrages. The attack began early in the morning of 20 November 1917 and initial advances were remarkable. However, by 22 November, a halt was called for rest and reorganisation, allowing the Germans to reinforce. From 23 to 28 November, the fighting was concentrated almost entirely around Bourlon Wood and by 29 November, it was clear that the Germans were ready for a major counter attack. During the fierce fighting of the next five days, much of the ground gained in the initial days of the attack was lost. For the Allies, the results of the battle were ultimately disappointing but valuable lessons were learnt about new strategies and tactical approaches to fighting. The Germans had also discovered that their fixed lines of defence, no matter how well prepared, were vulnerable. The Cambrai Memorial was designed by H Chalton Bradshaw with sculpture by C S Jagger. The memorial stands on a terrace at one end of LOUVERVAL MILITARY CEMETERY. The chateau at Louverval, was taken by the 56th Australian Infantry Battalion at dawn on 2 April 1917. The hamlet stayed in Allied hands until the 51st (Highland) Division was driven from it on 21 March 1918 during the great German advance, and it was retaken in the following September. Parts of Rows B and C of the cemetery were made between April and December 1917 and in 1927, graves were brought in from Louverval Chateau Cemetery, which had been begun by German troops in March 1918 and used by Commonwealth forces in September and October 1918. The cemetery now contains 124 First World War burials. 

No. of Identified Casualties: 7042

Private

CHIDLOW, HORACE WILFRED

1st Battalion King's Own Royal Regiment (Lancaster)

Private Chidlow was the son of Horace and Sarah Chidlow, of 22, Station Road, Norton in Hales

He was killed in action as a result of a mine explosion in Iraq on 27th June 1942

Aged 22 years

He is buried at Halfaya Sollum War Cemetery, Egypt, at Plot 21, Row F, Grave 4
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HALFAYA SOLLUM WAR CEMETERY, Egypt  Halfaya Sollum War Cemetery is on the main coast road from Mersa Matruh through to Libya, and is on the east side of Halfaya Sollum, approximately 12 kilometres from the Egypt/Libya border. The campaign in the Western Desert was fought between the Commonwealth forces (with, later, the addition of two brigades of Free French and one each of Polish and Greek troops) all based in Egypt, and the Axis forces (German and Italian) based in Libya. The battlefield, across which the fighting surged back and forth between 1940 and 1942, was the 1,000 kilometres of desert between Alexandria in Egypt and Benghazi in Libya. It was a campaign of manoeuvre and movement, the objectives being the control of Mediterranean, the link with the east through the Suez Canal, the Middle East oil supplies and the supply route to Russia through Persia. Halfaya Sollum War Cemetery, approximately 12 kilometres from the Libyan border, is adjacent to Halfaya Pass, the scene of heavy fighting in 1941 and 1942. All of the graves in the cemetery were brought in from the surrounding area, including military cemeteries at Sidi-Barrani, Buq Buq, Fort Capuzzo, Bardia, Minquar el Zannan, and Camerons Burial Ground at Nibeiwa. The cemetery now contains 2,046 Commonwealth burials of the Second World War, of which 238 are unidentified. 

No. of Identified Casualties: 1823

Guardsman

FORRESTER, WILLIAM

4th Battalion Grenadier Guards

Son of George Forrester, Stockman, 66 Brand Common, Norton in Hales

Guardsman Forrester died of wounds at Bethune aged 20 years on 17th October 1915, about which time the 4th Battalion occupied complex communicating trenches alongside the Hulluch-Vermelles Road

He is buried at Choques Military Cemetery at Plot 1, Row G, Grave 69
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CHOCQUES MILITARY CEMETERY, Pas de Calais, France.  Chocques was occupied by Commonwealth forces from the late autumn of 1914 to the end of the war. The village was at one time the headquarters of I Corps and from January 1915 to April 1918, No 1 Casualty Clearing Station was posted there. Most of the burials from this period are of casualties who died at the clearing station from wounds received at the Bethune front. From April to September 1918, during the German advance on this front, the burials were carried out by field ambulances, divisions and fighting units. The groups of graves of a single Royal Artillery brigade in Plot II, Row A, and of the 2nd Seaforths in II D, and III A, are significant of the casualties of the 4th Division at that time. The big collective grave in VI A contains the remains of 29 soldiers of the 4th King's Liverpool Regiment killed in a troop train in April 1918. The stone memorial in IA is placed behind the graves of eight men of the 3rd Squadron, RFC, killed in a bomb explosion on the aerodrome at Merville in March 1915. After the Armistice, further graves were brought into the cemetery from a number of small cemeteries and isolated sites in the area. Chocques Military Cemetery now contains 1,800 Commonwealth burials of the First World War, 134 of then unidentified. There are also 92 German war graves. The cemetery was designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens.

No. of Identified Casualties: 1701

Guardsman

MORREY, HERBERT
3rd Battalion The Grenadier Guards

Guardsman Morrey was the son of Mr. and Mrs. George Morrey of Norton-in-Hales

Guardsman Morrey was killed in action aged 25 on 17th October 1915 about which time the 3rd Battalion was being shelled as it occupied trenches on the Hohenzollern Redoubt.  Heavy casualties were suffered, totaling 19 Officers and 500 Non Commissioned Officers and men, including all four Company Sergeant Majors.

He is remembered on Panels 5-7 at Loos Memorial
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LOOS MEMORIAL , Pas de Calais, France. The Panel Numbers quoted at the end of each entry relate to the panels dedicated to the Regiment served with. In some instances where a casualty is recorded as attached to another Regiment, his name may alternatively appear within their Regimental Panels. The Loos Memorial forms the side and back of Dud Corner Cemetery, and commemorates over 20,000 officers and men who have no known grave, who fell in the area from the River Lys to the old southern boundary of the First Army, east and west of Grenay. Loos-en-Gohelle is a village 5 kilometres north-west of Lens, and Dud Corner Cemetery is located about 1 kilometre west of the village, to the north-east of the N43 the main Lens to Bethune road. Dud Corner Cemetery stands almost on the site of a German strong point, the Lens Road Redoubt, captured by the 15th (Scottish) Division on the first day of the battle. The name "Dud Corner" is believed to be due to the large number of unexploded enemy shells found in the neighbourhood after the Armistice. On either side of the cemetery is a wall 15 feet high, to which are fixed tablets on which are carved the names of those commemorated. At the back are four small circular courts, open to the sky, in which the lines of tablets are continued, and between these courts are three semicircular walls or apses, two of which carry tablets, while on the centre apse is erected the Cross of Sacrifice. 

No. of Identified Casualties: 20596

Guardsman 

RUDD, CECIL HARRY

2nd Battalion The Grenadier Guards

Guardsman Rudd was the son of Arthur Rudd of Belaport, Norton in Hales 

Guardsman Rudd was killed in action on 1st December 1917 about which date the 2nd Battalion was in action near Gonnelieu.  German trenches had been taken and 110 enemy soldiers were killed. However, the enemy put up a substantial resistance in the form of machine gun fire causing many casualties.

Guardsman Rudd is remembered on Panel 2 at Cambrai Memorial, Louerval


CAMBRAI MEMORIAL, LOUVERVAL ,France  The small village of Louverval is on the north side of the N30, Bapaume to Cambrai road, 13 kilometres north-east of Bapaume and 16 kilometres south-west of Cambrai. The Memorial stands on a terrace in Louverval Military Cemetery, which is situated on the north side of the N30, south of Louverval village. CWGC signposts on the N30 give advance warning of arrival at the Cemetery The CAMBRAI MEMORIAL commemorates more than 7,000 servicemen of the United Kingdom and South Africa who died in the Battle of Cambrai in November and December 1917 and whose graves are not known. Sir Douglas Haig described the object of the Cambrai operations as the gaining of a 'local success by a sudden attack at a point where the enemy did not expect it' and to some extent they succeeded. The proposed method of assault was new, with no preliminary artillery bombardment. Instead, tanks would be used to break through the German wire, with the infantry following under the cover of smoke barrages. The attack began early in the morning of 20 November 1917 and initial advances were remarkable. However, by 22 November, a halt was called for rest and reorganisation, allowing the Germans to reinforce. From 23 to 28 November, the fighting was concentrated almost entirely around Bourlon Wood and by 29 November, it was clear that the Germans were ready for a major counter attack. During the fierce fighting of the next five days, much of the ground gained in the initial days of the attack was lost. For the Allies, the results of the battle were ultimately disappointing but valuable lessons were learnt about new strategies and tactical approaches to fighting. The Germans had also discovered that their fixed lines of defence, no matter how well prepared, were vulnerable. The Cambrai Memorial was designed by H Chalton Bradshaw with sculpture by C S Jagger. The memorial stands on a terrace at one end of LOUVERVAL MILITARY CEMETERY. The chateau at Louverval, was taken by the 56th Australian Infantry Battalion at dawn on 2 April 1917. The hamlet stayed in Allied hands until the 51st (Highland) Division was driven from it on 21 March 1918 during the great German advance, and it was retaken in the following September. Parts of Rows B and C of the cemetery were made between April and December 1917 and in 1927, graves were brought in from Louverval Chateau Cemetery, which had been begun by German troops in March 1918 and used by Commonwealth forces in September and October 1918. The cemetery now contains 124 First World War burials. 

No. of Identified Casualties: 7042

Captain

RADFORD-NORCOP, PETER JOHN CHURCH

3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards

Captain Radford-Norcop was the son of John and Phyllis Radford-Norcop, of Brand Hall, Norton in Hales

Captain Radford-Norcop commanded Nos 2 and 4 companies which were involved in action near Mont St Aubert, France. Early on the morning of 21st May the Germans made a surprise mortar and machine gun attack in the mist. At first the enemy attack proceeded quickly, overrunning some of 4 Company’s trenches and cutting off 2 Company from Headquarters.  Counter attacks were mounted by the Grenadiers who suffered many casualties, including Captain Radford-Norcop who suffered wounds from which he died on 14th July 1940, having been repatriated to England

He is buried at Bradfield (St Andrew) Churchyard, Berkshire


BRADFIELD (ST. ANDREW) CHURCHYARD, Berkshire, United Kingdom. 

No. of Identified Casualties: 5

Private

CLEWES, K

Kings Shropshire Light Infantry

Despite extensive research and assistance from The Common Wealth War Graves Commission it has not been possible to establish either the historical relationship of Private Clewes with Norton in Hales or his war record. It is possible that his records were destroyed in a substantial fire that caused the loss of over 20% of  Army personnel material.



Squadron Leader

CROMPTON, JOHN ANTHONY

603 Squadron Royal Air Force

Squadron Leader Crompton was the son of Ralph and Josephine Helen Crompton, of Betton Hall, near Norton in Hales, and was one of two brothers who died whilst serving as RAF Pilots

Squadron Leader Crompton was the pilot of “Beaufighter” JL 625 which took off from its base in Lybia on 23rd August 1943 for a sortie over enemy occupied territory. It was later reported that his aircraft had been shot down by anti-aircraft fire and had crashed into the sea near Ionian island of Zante killing both pilot and navigator, Sgt Henry Griffiths. Both crew members were buried on the island but were later transferred to Phaleron War Cemetery. 

Squadron Leader Crompton was 24 years old

He is buried at Phaleron War Cemetry, Athens, Greece at Plot 5, Row D, Grave 14


PHALERON WAR CEMETERY, Athens. The site of what is now PHALERON WAR CEMETERY was chosen originally by the 4th Division as a burial ground for Commonwealth casualties of the Greek Civil War (December 1944-February 1945). Subsequently, the military authorities, in conjunction with the Greek Government and the Army Graves Service, decided that it would be the most suitable site for a Second World War cemetery for the whole mainland of Greece. The 23rd and 24th Graves Registration Units and the 21st and 22nd Australian War Graves Units worked together to bring in graves of the 1941 campaign from the battlefields, temporary military cemeteries and from various civil cemeteries. There are now 2,028 Commonwealth servicemen of the Second World War buried or commemorated in this cemetery. 596 of the burials are unidentified. Special memorials commemorate casualties known to have been interred in certain groups of graves in the cemetery, but whose individual graves cannot be precisely located within these groups. Other special memorials commemorate casualties re-buried in the cemetery from original graves which, owing to the destruction of local records, could not be identified. Also within the cemetery are: The PHALERON CREMATION MEMORIAL, commemorating 74 men of the army of undivided India who died during the campaigns in Greece and Crete during the Second World War and who were accorded the last rite required by their religion - committal to fire. The ATHENS MEMORIAL, commemorating nearly 3,000 members of the land forces of the Commonwealth who lost their lives during the campaigns in Greece and Crete in 1941 and 1944-1945, in the Dodecanese Islands in 1943-1945 and in Yugoslavia in 1943-1945, and who have no known grave. In the north-east corner of the cemetery, a plot contains the graves of servicemen and civilians who after serving in the Crimean War, died in Greece, and were buried in the Anglo-French Crimean Cemetery, New Phaleron. The graves were moved in 1966 when that cemetery could no longer be maintained.

No. of Identified Casualties: 1459

No 603 (City of Edinburgh) Squadron 

Formed at Turnhouse on 14 October 1925 as a light bomber squadron in the Auxiliary Air orce. Initially equipped with DH9As, it re-equipped with Wapiti's in 1930 and Harts in 1934. It continued in this role until 24 October 1938 when it was redesignated a fighter squadron, although it continued to operate Hinds, which it first received in February 1938, until Mar 1939 when Gladiators arrived. 

Shortly after the outbreak of war, it received Spitfires and in October 1939 intercepted the first German raid against the UK mainland during which it brought down the first German aircraft to fall on British soil. It saw action in the south of England from September to December 1940 before returning to Scotland. 

It continued to alternate between operations in the south and in Scotland until April 1942 when the squadron moved to the Middle East. It was transported aboard the carrier USS Wasp, from where it flew its Spitfires to Malta. Fighting hard for four months took its toll on the squadron and on 3 August it was effectively disbanded when No 229 Squadron absorbed its few remaining pilots and aircraft. 

However, the ground echelon of the squadron had arrived in Cyprus in June 1942 and worked as a servicing unit until moving to Egypt after sic months. The squadron reactivated in February 1943 for operations along the African coast, over the Greek islands and Greece itself, equipped with Beaufighters. Operations continued until December 1944 when the squadron returned to the UK. 

By a strange turn of fate the squadron reformed at Coltishall in January 1945, taking over the Spitfires of No 229 Squadron. It now operated on fighter-bomber sweeps over Holland, a role it maintained until April when it returned to Scotland, disbanding at Turnhouse on 15 August 1945. 

With the reactivation of the Royal Auxiliary Air Force, 603 was reformed on 10 May 1946 at Turnhouse as a day fighter squadron. It was initially equipped with Spitfire XVIs and F 22, until July 1951 with Vampire FB 5s arriving in May. It continued to fly these until, along with all the flying units of the RAuxAF, it was disbanded on 10 March 1957. 

With the decision to resurrect the RAuxAF squadron numbers, it was reformed from No 2 (City of Edinburgh) MHU in 2001.

Motto: Gin ye daur (If you dare)

Flying Officer

CROMPTON, RALPH KENYON (KEN)

611 Squadron Royal Air Force 

Flying Officer Crompton was the son of Ralph and Josephine Crompton of Betton Hall, near Norton in Hales, and was one of two brothers who died whilst serving as RAF Pilots.

He was married to Ellen Mawdsley Crompton, of Tarporley, Cheshire.

Flying Officer Crompton was the pilot of Spitfire N3064 that was on patrol over Dunkirk on 2nd June 1940. He was attacked and shot down by an enemy ME 109              fighter.

Flying Officer Crompton was 24 years old

He is buried at Etaples Cemetery, France at Plot46, Row C, Grave 17


ETAPLES MILITARY CEMETERY, Pas de Calais, France. During the First World War, the area around Etaples was the scene of immense concentrations of Commonwealth reinforcement camps and hospitals. It was remote from attack, except from aircraft, and accessible by railway from either the northern or the southern battlefields. In 1917, 100,000 troops were camped among the sand dunes and the hospitals, which included eleven general, one stationary, four Red Cross hospitals and a convalescent depot, could deal with 22,000 wounded or sick. In September 1919, ten months after the Armistice, three hospitals and the Q.M.A.A.C. convalescent depot remained. The cemetery contains 10,769 Commonwealth burials of the First World War, the earliest dating from May 1915. Hospitals were again stationed at Etaples during the Second World War and the cemetery was used for burials from January 1940 until the evacuation at the end of May 1940. After the war, a number of graves were brought into the cemetery from other French burial grounds. Of the 119 Second World War burials, 38 are unidentified. Etaples Military Cemetery also contains 658 German burials and a few war graves of other nationalities. The cemetery, the largest Commission cemetery in France, was designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens. 

No. of Identified Casualties: 11480


No 611 (West Lancashire) Squadron 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=No 611 Squadron Badge"
Formed at Hendon as part of the Auxiliary Air Force on 10 February 1936, it moved North to Speke in May and received its first aircraft, Harts, in June. Until January 1939 it operated as a day bomber squadron, re-equipping with Hinds in 1938, but was then re-designated a fighter squadron. 

Spitfires arrived in May 1939 and the squadron carried out operations over Dunkirk and then took part in the Battle of Britain. It operated in the day fighter role throughout WW2 and remained bases in the UK at various locations until disbanding at Peterhead on 15 August 1945. 

With the reactivation of the Royal Auxiliary Air Force, 611 was reformed on 10 May 1946 at Hooton Park as a day fighter squadron. It was initially equipped with Spitfire F 14s and F 22, until June 1951 when Meteor F 4s were received. These were replaced by F 8s in December 1951 but along with all the flying units of the RAuxAF, it was disbanded at Woodvale, where it had moved in 1951, on 10 March 1957. 

Motto: Beware Beware
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