VILLAGE FUN DAY – MAY 3RD 2009


Report by Philip Smith

After weeks of planning, the Norton-in-Hales Fun Day morning finally arrived.  Although windy and a little cold, thankfully the day stayed dry with the bonus of good spells of sunshine.  From 8 o’clock in the morning volunteers were busy preparing stalls and activities, so that everything was about ready when the first visitors began to arrive at 11.30.

The attractions were many and varied, all hosted by volunteers.  The youngest visitors were soon forming queues to have their faces painted by Jenny Furnival and helpers, or for pony rides provided by Emma and Alice Parton.  The Climbing Wall proved popular too.  Norton School was well represented.  Sandy Flowerdew ran the School Sweet Box Stall, and school parents organised a balloon race which provided quite a spectacle when over 1,000 balloons were released into the clear skies  Separately Viv Bagguley ran a Chinese Auction with the chance to win some fantastic prizes.
There were the traditional stalls of these occasions.  John and Gwen Lovatt’s Coconut Shy was extremely successful.  Few could resist the chance to throw a wet sponge at Cameron MacDonald and Callum Dwyer who took turns in the stocks.  Others tried To Whack a Rat released by Elaine Hewitt.  Ben Furnival tested handyman skills with Knock the Nail.  Tests of strength were provided by Charlie Lambert and Duncan Blood’s Bale Tossing or alongside at Jack Tabernor’s Welly Wanging competition.

Matt Eardley spent a lot of time building an assault course which proved a star attraction for all age groups.
It was a good day for local people to appreciate the wonderful facilities at the playing fields.  The bowls club members, including Joyce Swire and Phil Brassington, should be congratulated for the entertainment they provided on their beautifully manicured greens.  Inside the clubhouse, coffee, tea and cakes were served by a team of ladies including Lisette Hammond, Jenny Wilson, Ruth Eardley and Marg Parton.
Appropriately, in the middle of the cricket square, there were nets where Adam Smith umpired whilst youngsters and adults attempted to prove their bowling accuracy at stumps.  Many were impressed by Neil Backes’ grass tennis courts whilst testing their serving ability, umpired by Faye Smith.  

A recent Village Questionnaire indicated a desire to have football activity on the fields, hence the Penalty Shoot Out competition proved really popular.  This was refereed by the Tavernor and Parton families

A highlight of the day was the Tug of War contest, which ten teams entered.  Market Drayton Rugby Club were winners, spraying everyone with their prize champagne – what a waste!!  Two junior teams also had a pull which was great fun to watch.

With all the activity, energy levels needed to be sustained, and Sue Rowley and her team worked tirelessly providing hot dogs and burgers.  Steph Clayden served drinks from under the marquee, and many enjoyed the delicious fudge and ice cream from Sara Smith’s stall.

The day had a great atmosphere that was enhanced by the Fenton Brass Band, whose presence at the event was made possible through the generosity of Jeff Harrell.  It was also enriched by the presence of Tony Swire astride his 1965 Nuffield 1060 tractor, who, on 28 May, will be commencing his sponsored drive from John O’Groats to Landsend.  He is raising funds for diabetes and also the new sports pavilion.

I would like to offer a huge thank you to the Fun Day Committee who worked so tirelessly to make the day a success, not only in terms of  raising funds for the new sports pavilion, but also a great day out for the local community to enjoy together.  It is estimated that between 800 and 1,000 people attended throughout the day, helping to raise £3,005.

Many thanks also to all those that helped in any way, through their assistance on the day or by kindly giving bottles, prizes or baking cakes.

The Fun Day Committee were:-

Jenny Furnival, Matt Eardley, Philip Smith, Sara Smith, Charlie Lambert, Sue Rowley, John Lovatt, Ben Furnival, Lisette Hammond, Viv Bagguley.

Generous sponsorship was received from:-

Lambert Leonard & May

Snapes

Shepleys

Morrisons

Tuesdays

Countrywide

BCW

John Lovatt

Sara Smith

Jenny Furnival

Matt Eardley

Charlie Lambert

Gordon Warrender

Monty Wright

Pink Skips

Jeff Harrall

John Tomkinson & Sons Ltd

Philip Smith

Chris and Elaine Hewitt 

Greg Robson (Black & Decker Jigsaw power tools)

