MINUTES OF NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 4TH MAY 2010 IN THE JUBILEE HALL AT 7.30PM.

PUBLIC FORUM

Mr & Mrs Barker, Arway, Bearstone Road, spoke of their concerns re: the footpath at St Chads Way and proposal to continue across the frontage of Arway and Yew Tree House.

Mrs K Cliffe handed in a letter she had from Shropshire Council regarding Broadband.

Mr W Page spoke of concern regarding installation of stiles at public footpaths/bridleways.

THE CHAIRMAN WELCOMED NEW COUNCILLOR MRS SANDRA KIESSLING.

PRESENT  Cllrs RWG Lucas (Chairman), GD Powell, N Groom, S Kiessling, JE Lovatt, ND  Sharman and 5 members of the public.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Cllrs Finlay Burrows and Nixon – these were accepted.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. None were declared at this time.

TO CONFIRM AND SIGN MINUTES OF MEETING OF 2.3.10 AND PLANNING MEETINGS OF  2ND AND 30TH MARCH 2010.  These were confirmed and signed.

PROGRESS REPORTS

SIGNPOST RENOVATION.  The new finger should be in place in three weeks.  It was agreed by 5 votes for and 1 abstention that the post be painted black and white  as shown in historical photo's and, therefore, in keeping with the Conservation Area status.

PLANTING OF TRIANGLE.  Cllr Powell said the plants were ready and a cheque was issued in settlement of the account.  Cllr Powell will liaise with Mr Ankers re the planting.

DOG FOULING.  Leaflets have been delivered within the village stating the regulations.

REPORTS

PARISH PLAN.  Cllr Sharman said a meeting on 20 May would decide the launch date, hopefully soon after that.

AREA COMMITTEE. LJC Meeting at Cheswardine 10.3.10. -  Cllr Lucas reported that decision on  removal of skips at Beacon Community Centre and facilities at Woore, at saving of £47,000., had been discussed.  The issue was to be re-examined.  Next LJC  Meeting is at Hinstock on 12.5.10 – the annual budget is £66,000. 

PLAYING FIELDS. Cllr Powell (standing in for Cllr Groom)  said the community sports building committee are in conflict with HM Customs & Excise re the £20,000. +  VAT which they wish to reclaim. Insurance cover for liabilities is being investigated also.

VILLAGE HALL.  Cllr Groom stated the car park has been resurfaced and a quote for slabs is being sought.  Mr J Harrall intends to apply for funding at the July LJC meeting for work to toilet area and possible rewiring of lights.

ACCOUNTS

Monies received

£125.00 Cash donations from parishioners to pay for Samuel Owen plaque.

£9,000.00 Precept.

£3,000.00 Highways minor maintenance grant.

£1,880.00 Norton in Hales PCC (payment less VAT) to settle Smiths account.

Accounts to pay

Norton in Hales PCC – Donation re Carillon repairs - £385.00

M Edwards.  salary 1.3.10 – 28.3.10  £162.90

                       broadband – Jan. Feb. March £45.93

Bloomsbury Nursery – In Bloom plants £100.00

SALC - New copy Standing Orders  £15.00

CommuniCorp – Clerks & Councils Direct £11.00

Richard Hudson - re work done (PARISH PLAN A/C)  £350.00
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NS Print – printing re plan (PARISH PLAN A/C)  £368.00

Jubilee Hall – room hire £25.00

SALC, NALC & Area Committee subscriptions combined £175.21

Broker Network Ltd. Annual insurances.  £585.10

Smith of Derby – account re Church clock/carillon repairs £2209 (inc VAT)

M Edwards. Salary 29.3.10 – 2.4.10  £207.88

Oakgate Plant Centre – plants for triangle planting £154.32

Norton in Hales PCC – Annual donation for upkeep of Church Clock £400.00

To agree final year accounts for 2009/10.  These were unanimously accepted as correct.

To discuss Annual Return. This has not yet been finalised by the Internal Auditor.

To discuss repairs to the playground. Cllr Groom had sought a quote for repairs (to compare with that of Wicksteed) in the sum of £710.00 + VAT.  It was proposed that the contractor, PJW Meakin, be asked to confirm in writing that the materials to be used comply with the British Standards as required and that the job would carry a 12 month guarantee. A vote taken showed 3 in favour, 2 abstentions ( Cllr Groom declared a personal interest and did not vote) proposition carried. It was agreed that the Clerk place the order if confirmation is given. 

Allen keys are to be ordered from Wicksteed by unanimous agreement..

To discuss request to bring gas to the village.  This does not appear to be a possibility.

To discuss request by Shropshire Council for a meeting re Affordable Housing.  A request for the Shropshire Council  and interested parties to attend the Annual Parish Meeting  had not proved possible so a provisional date for a talk at the July meeting had been arranged. The Clerk was asked to try to bring that forward to 15/16 or 17 June.

To discuss talk by paramedic Mr Lovatt Jnr to speak at the Annual Parish Meeting.  This offer was warmly welcomed.

To discuss and agree footpath along St Chad's Way to playing field.  Having listened to Mr & Mrs Barker during Public Forum, it was agreed that this is a Highways matter but it was unanimously agreed to endorse the Parish Council view  and encourage Highways to continue the path  in front of Arway and Yew Tree House for the safer passage of pedestrians, pushchairs and wheelchairs en route to the playing field.  Occupiers of Yew Tree House are in agreement on the basis of safety.  It  will, however,  necessitate resiting of the pole which is in the middle of the proposed path.  The Clerk will contact Highways asking them to communicate with the owners of Arway, confirming to them that ownership of the land between the road and the wall rests with the Highways and generally keeping them informed.

To report and discuss registrations with Land Registry.

Following a meeting with Mr Rowlands of Land Registry, the following was recorded and brought for discussion at the meeting:

Triangular piece of land in front of the Old Post Office  on which the Bridling Stone is sited and containing 180 sq yards was registered as a Village Green in 1968 under Section 8(3) of the Commons Registration Act 1965.  Mr Rowlands suggested we now apply for registration of our qualified title at Land Registry at cost of £40.

Land on which the Bus Shelter stands.  Suggested we apply for registration on the basis of adverse possession – no Deeds would appear to have been made but there is adequate evidence of it being made as a gift.  We would show the Parish Council involvement  since its erection  as in repairs, maintenance, insurance, cleaning, records, letters, photo's etc. (Check with Shropshire Council to ascertain they have no records). This could be put in with the above application for a joint fee of £40.  Possibility of  further cost of £40. for survey of the site.

Jubilee Hall  Conveyance of land dated 2.4.1932 and Trust Deed of 5.10.62 are good evidence of title.  The Parish Council is Custodian Trustee and holds the legal title.  Recommended registration at cost of £40. and apply for Restriction of Disposal at the same time.  Cost to be shared with Jubilee Hall. Unanimously agreed to  proceed:  Cllr Lucas & Mr Harrall to take forward.
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To discuss and agree:  Model Standing Orders, Financial Regulations & Risk Assessment.  A copy of each will be made and forwarded to each councillor.

COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Cllr Sharman:  Stated need to follow all requirements for play equipment as from ROSPA – a book to record and sign for councillor undertaking weekly inspection; a maintenance/service programme (suggested twice yearly in April and September).  No  one councillor would take on  this task and Cllr Lovatt said he would, therefore, inspect weekly,  report of any problem areas he saw but did not feel obliged to sign as it was purely a goodwill gesture.   It was agreed his kind offer be minuted and accepted.

Cllr Powell:  Reported that Highways will  not adopt Pear Tree Croft  because the visibility splay is obscured by fencing. NSDC did not include a restriction when planning permission was granted.    

Re land at Church Meadows, a High Court case has ruled there is a right to designate land as Village Green  and after continual use for 20 years it can be registered. 

*  AGENDA ITEM FOR NEXT MEETING.

Cllr Lucas:  Miss Mary Keay has produced the monthly Messenger for 50 years but does not want any recognition for this.  Cllr Lucas said he had taken a bottle of Sherry for her as a small gesture of appreciation.  Clerk suggested costs such as this are quite often taken from a  Chairman's annual allowance.  * AGENDA  ITEM FOR NOVEMBER/JANUARY BEFORE BUDGET.

Brand Hall Horse Trial Event. 4-6 June 2010 – requirement for villagers to hold stalls.

Website:  Paul Coupe has resigned and Eric Pemberton taken over; thanks to Paul and a welcome to Eric for his sterling work as shown with Loggerheads Parish Council.

CLERKS CORRESPONDENCE:

Shropshire Council FP9 (PART) Parish of Norton in Hales Public Path Diversion Order 2010.

Just received legal notice – area is in vicinity of Betton Lodge, Oakley Lane.  General view is that the diversion is a much improved path, on higher ground and not through a swimming pool!  Unanimously agreed to accept.

Annual Parish Meeting, Annual General Meeting & talk by Mr Lovatt Jnr.  Tuesday 25th May 2010.  It may also be necessary to agree the Annual Return at this time.

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday 6th July 2010.

