Norton in Bloom

Minutes of Meeting held 1st July 2010

Apologies.  Ange and Sandra

Minutes. The last minutes were agreed.

Correspondence. 

Judges’ programme. The judges Roger Barnett and Jon Wheatley will arrive from Colwyn Bay at Stoke station on 9th August at 16.31. Sally said that she would arrange for pick-up and transport to Goldstone Hall, where they are staying for the night. They would be picked up at 8.30 next morning for transport to Norton. Judging takes place from 09.00 to 10.45 and they then have 45 minutes for coffee before being taken to Stoke station at 11.45 (Alma), to catch the 13.07 to Birmingham International airport.

The Invoice for the summer plants had been sent to Margaret Edwards, who confirms that £291.41 is still available from the Parish grant.

Display boards had been booked with Shropshire Community Council from 6th August to 26th August.

The RHS were holding a ‘Dig Together’ day in early September. It was agreed not to take part.

N Shrops Highways were promising to replace the Norton in Hales village sign on Bearstone Road before the judging. John said he would also raise this at the Council meeting.

The finalist’s awards ceremony would be held at The Centennial Centre in Birmingham on Wednesday 29th September. 5 tickets were available for the event. (Anyone wanting to go please let Malcolm know). There are 2 hotels for which special overnight rates apply. Judges surgeries would be held on Thursday 30th at the Botanical Gardens. Time slots needed to be booked.

Finance

Ann reported that the plant sale brought in £148.60 (which everyone applauded) and after bills, which the group agreed, a balance of £1325.24 remained. The bill for the Pool sign would now be paid out of grant money already set aside for that.

Pool sign erection.

Roger said that he would help put the sign up and it was agreed to do the work on Wednesday 7th at 7.00pm. Advice regarding siting would be appreciated on the night from members of the group.

Additions/maintenance of displays.

Additional plant requirements were identified and Alma/Malcolm would go and fetch some the following day, for the Horsewash and remote graveyard in particular.

Sally P said she would do some weeding of barrels. Alma to check with Jean Sylvester re watering of Napely Road barrels.

Judging arrangements Tue August 10th.

Judging route

It was agreed that this would be similar to the previous year, but with some minor adjustments. Malcolm would produce a draft for the minutes. Graham had said he would print it.

Programme for the day.

Sally would collect the judges from Goldstone at 8.30am. The hall would be open from about 8.00am. Gwen suggested getting the key from them the night before.

The hall was booked from 8.00 to 11.00. (An extra hour needed.)

Drinks would be available before the tour and also afterwards, along with biscuits/cakes. Alma would provide milk etc, others to bring eats.

At 9.00 Alma would make the introductions and Ron Lucas would say a few words of welcome. Graham would present the portfolio and the display boards. The judges would then be shown a PowerPoint presentation of the history of ironmaking in Norton and the Samuel Owen connection.

The tour of the village would start at 9.15 and end at the village hall at 10.30. Ron Lucas would give some closing words and introduce Arne Sundstrom to unveil a plaque to Samuel Owen in the presence of the press.

Alma would then take the judges to the station at 11.45.

In the evening the Parish Council would host a social event, when Arne Sundstrom would talk about Samuel Owen and the Role of Norton in the Industrial Revolution presentation would be shown.

Display Board of activities.

Malcolm to check if Graham could update this. 

Norton Forge/Samuel Owen exhibition.

Sandra had put the data on a PowerPoint presentation, which she demonstrated. The basic idea was enthusiastically received. Malcolm and she needed to review the pictures and Malcolm would let her have a couple of extra ones.

Alma undertook to provide the necessary hardware for the presentation.

Portfolio

The portfolio, which gives detail of activities round the year, had been printed by Graham and was despatched on time. He will produce 2 more copies in due course.

Communications

Sally G and Alma would produce the information for the Messenger and for a leaflet drop. Ann would help with the distribution.

Jobs schedule

Most jobs had been completed, so the list has not been repeated.

A litter pick was arranged for Sunday 8th August at 2.00pm.

Malcolm had yet to speak to the council about road sweeping etc for the judging.

Jim would paint the church/graveyard gates and Alma asked if Sally could get more paint.

Jean had started doing grass edging, but the ground was very hard.

Final tidying up would be discussed at the next meeting.

AOB

Prompted by Jean, Alma said she would ask if Ange and Sarah might be prepared to take on some of the show organisation in future.

Next meeting

Thursday August 5th.

