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WELCOME TO NORTON IN HALES

Norton In Hales is a picturesque village located in Shropshire, the
county's most north-easterly village and parish with a population of
around 600.

Despite being a small village, there is an incredible community spirit
which resonates throughout local life and in the many voluntary
groups, including the Bloom Group. Initially established in 2004 as a
gardening club, the Bloom Group has grown to inspire positive change
in the village through horticultural, environmental and community
action.

Back in 2015, Norton In Hales became Britain in Bloom Champion of
Champions, an accolade which is still proudly spoken about today.
Along with many of the original members who helped achieve this
award, the group has grown to embrace people of all ages and
backgrounds, bringing our active members to 20.

The past 12 months have perhaps seen the most significant change;
working as a team there is positive energy, commitment and shared
goals in everything we do. The group is led with passion and this
distils into every idea and project, so this year seemed like the perfect
opportunity to once again enter the Heart of England in Bloom.




FLOREAT 9ALOPIA - MAY oHROPOHIRE FLOURIOH

When looking at a theme for the year, we asked everyone to consider what was
important to them as a member of the Bloom Group and then bring their ideas
along to a meeting.

One of the stand-out ideas for everyone was 'Floreat Salopia'. Floreat means 'let it
bloom'in Latin, and the motto 'Floreat Salopia' was originally used by the borough
of Shrewsbury, it was then adopted by Salop (the old English name for
Shropshire) in 1896. You can see the Shropshire flag flying above the church.

As a group we felt this was a nod to the heritage of our village; Norton in Hales
first appeared in Christianity records in 669AD through Chad, the missionary
Bishop of Lichfield at that time.

If there was one word to describe the Bloom Group today, we feel flourishing
would be it; everything we do encompasses the themes of horticulture, the
environment and our community. Flourishing for us included taking steps to
become more sustainable, something which is reflected in our perennial planting
scheme for 2023, aiming to reduce waste and choosing plants for pollinators.

The theme of flourishing also led us to think about the small community we have created within the Bloom Group and
the close friendships that our voluntary work enabled us to build. Aside from the 20 core members of the group, there
are many others that support the maintenance of beds and help us build the more significant projects, like the compost
bays, the bird hide, dove cote and obelisks. Our relationships with funders, the local Council and local business has also
blossomed and we work hard to develop these by demonstrating impact at every opportunity.
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THE okED EXCHANGE

To encourage villagers to grow from seed the exchange was
set up in the bus shelter. It has proved very successful and is
in constant use, allowing us to also add more perennials grown
from local seed to add to the village planting scheme.




Creating a festive feel in the centre of the village was important to us and we spent time

CHB]STMAS foraging for every single natural element of the Christmas displays. The structures used on

the barrels have been carefully stored so we can use them again this year.
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Our bird-friendly bug hotel was built collaboratively between the Bloom Group, the primary

BUG HOTEL school and a local resident. Scrap wood was sourced from across the village to build the

frame and children from the school worked together to create nooks and crannies for guests.




Our compost bays were built in 2022 and sit in a corner of the community sports

COMPOST BAYS field at the end of the village. Built using surplus pallets from a local farm, these are

in constant use and allow us to increase the organic content of our beds.




In January 2023 we were delighted to hear that the Bloom Group had been successful in the

BIBD HIDE EnviroGrant application from Veolia and Shropshire Council to build a bird hide on the edge of
the village, overlooking the River Tern. The grant of £963.00 paid for all the wood, fixtures and

fittings, and the design and construction was completed by two local residents.
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We were thrilled to have 49 children take part in our Easter Egg Trail this year.
EHSTEB EGG TBHIL Winding their way around the village and following clues to find tasty treats,
families in fancy dress and even pets joined in the fun. While some money was

raised from the event, our primary objective was community focussed.




To mark the coronation of King Charles, we secured the support
COBONHTION CBHB APPLES of local businesses Belford Homes Ltd and James Du Pavey to
purchase seven Prairie Fire crab apples which were planted by
school children on the edge of the car park.
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Organising our own Open Gardens event last summer enabled villagers to showcase their

OPEN GHBDENS hard work and dedication. Attended by more than 100 people, 14 gardens were opened to
members of the public. For some residents this was the first occasion that they were
participating in a village event.
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COMMUNICATION [9 KEY

< Norton in Hales @@ ~ 2, Q

Videos More =

The Bloom ero s local produce stall is officially
open for business! Selling home grown fruit, veg and
flowers, we're sharing the glut! You can find the stall
opposite the school at no. 34, please come and have
alook. We also welcome donations of your
homegrown produce, please knock on our door and
wa'll add a price. All money raised will support village
planting and the school garden.
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Reach 1,725
Impressions 1929
Post reactions, comments and shares 122
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Reactions 29

DISCOVER OUR NEW VILLAGE PRODUCE STALL
Iy

Fouglove Cottage, 34 Main Road (apperite the school

Sorme o you may have already spokted a Hew addiional to the vilage ot
34 Mair Road, but If you haven't, i0s wed wirth A look! A vilage produce
stall hars been mae from od planks of wood, spare tles and state, and
e same colour i 1t the school a true
ernuronmentally friendly project which Rasit cost a penry! The stall will
a8 hotally grown frult, veg and fowers, all raising money to fund new
Bloom Group projects in the wilage,

From novices 10 experts, 30 many of us grow frult ind veg in our gardens
and often find that we are eft with a glut that can ga ta unused, 30 we
o this little sl will reduce potential waste and help you ot If yau find
your're missing & Carrot or patta for dinner We wil aha be seiling small
Jars of flcwers. ta add 8 bit of caleur 10 your kitthes tabla, please do retusm
the vases aforwards 50 we can reue them

if o firsd yeu hawe & glut of amphing horme-grown pleade do lese it next
ta the stall ummwmnmwmmhwm
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We regularly use the village magazine, Facebook and the village
noticeboard to share plans of upcoming events and activities.

Trail starts 10.30-11.30am -’
2 routes available

£3 per entry

Organised hy t!u

Bloom Group
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PLANT 9ALE

SUNDAY 2I5T MAY
10AM-1PM

AT THE BU3 SHELTER

‘ NORTON IN BLOOM3
25p
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VILLAGE SHOW

SATURDAY JTH SEPTEMBER 2023
AT THE TUBILEE HALL

OPEN FOR ENTRIES BETWEEN 830-1030AM

VIEWING & CAFE FROM 230PM

PRIZE GIVING 3.30PM
il ALL ENTRIES MUST BE
GROWN IN YOUR OWN GARDEN
| w OR MADE AT HOME

FULL DETAILS ON FACEBOOK OR
IN THE BRADLING STONE

BLANK GREETINGS CARDS
f£& PER PACK

PRINT OF AN ORIGINAL WATERCOLOUR
BY ARTIST SARAH SUTTON

AVAILABLE TO BUY FROM
THE HINDS HEAD -

ALL PROFITS
RAISED CO TO
I'l’!PT[}‘i H' "’l’lfll
mli’} w' D0 |s
THE VILLAGE




The Group meet once a month% the local pui;, the Hind's Head. Alwaysl We” 4
attended, the meetings are led by an agenda to ensure we keep on top of

projects and tasks, and minutes %d afterwards.
" [

Chair - Sarah Moulson | Vice Chair - Una Cole
Secretary - Amy Green | Treasurer - Dilwyn Harris | Committee - Chris Green, Veronica Green, Laura Worton

Members - Julie Arkle, Julie Astall, Alison Edmonds, Paul and Audrey Greatbatch, Malcolm and Ann McDonnald, Mike
Norris, Vivienne Rochefort, John and Bev Stokes, Jill and Roger Taylor

Friends - John Astall, Andy Baldwin, Bob Cole, Alan and Cynthia Dutton, Alan Eardley, Matt Eardley, Peter Eardley, Sue
Hackney, Karen and Kevin Hubbard, Carolyn Lee, Andrew McKay, Vicky and Dean Mullinder, Carmel Munnelly and Paul
Whittaker, Sally Peake, Jemma and Ben Price, Mel Reece, Jeff and Gail Rutter, Dick, Sue and Ben Walton, Chris Worton




WERE COMMITTED TO OUR VILLAGE

This is a map of the areas
cared for by the Bloom Group.
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WE LOOH FOBWHBD T This portfolio is just a snip of what we've been up to in Norton
In Hales, we can't wait to show you around our happy and
oHOWING YOU ARQUND orermesmereme masvmmesmsusenie By
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